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1 was born in Sakruli, a village in District Hoshiarpur, Panjab, India on January a7 
1934, in the same house where my mother was born, as per custom for first born births in 
those days. 


At the age of two I moved to our new ancestral home, village 35BB, in Ganganagar 
District of Bikaner State, not part of British governed part of India that Panjab was. This 
village was founded by my Grandparents in 1927 when Maharaja Ganga Singh of 
Bikaner State brought Panjabi farmers to cultivate irrigated farming with water purchased 
by him from the British rulers of Panjab since his citizens were not familiar with irrigated 
farming practices. This part is the eastern end of the Great Sahara Desert that stretches 
east from the Atlantic coast of North Africa. 


My village was very small, only six land owning families, all Sikhs and a dozen farm 
workers’ families, all ‘Low Caste’ Hindu families. But thanks to the vision of my 
Grandfathers, this village was self sufficient to meet the necessities of life. Village 
women were the cotton ginners who separated seed from the fiber with hand operated 
machines; we had one Muslim family whose trade was cotton seed milling, operated by 
one ox power (Kohlu), that extracted oil from the cotton seed and solid residue became 
diet for milk buffalo that was kept for milking instead of cows as in many countries; 
village women spun cotton into thread with hand operated spinning wheel which the 
village weaver turned into cotton blankets; water carrier who supplied pitchers of water 
to households drawn out from village water storage tank; Kotwal, the Courier between 
Numberdar of the village, my Grandfather, and the government administrators; our own 
carpenter who made and repaired farm equipment and built homes and thrilled children 
by making playing equipment and toys out of wood like ‘Gullie-Danda’; we made our 
own hockey sticks from young branches of acacia tree that had a natural curve which we 
accentuated by heating it on the open fire and built our own balls from pebbles, cloth and 
thread and needle. 


Plans for our village and all other canal irrigated villages were prepared by the British 
Engineers hired by the Maharaja and our village had building plots assigned for the use 
of all the skilled workers enumerated above and my grandfather scouted Panjab to 
persuade them to settle in our village. 


Every year the world came to our village which included snake charmers, domesticated 
bear show, trained monkey show, acrobats, puppet show, kabbadi and wrestling matches 
and the gaddian wale, which the western world knows as Gypsies and they call 
themselves Roma and Romani, the wanderers. They were so good at metal working, it 
was awe inspiring to see them convert village’s discarded metal containers and other 
discarded metal objects into useable articles and toys; they were so good at turning metal 
into weapons of war that every invader of India took some back with them, may be 


starting as early as Alexander the Great who invaded India in 326BC. And now they are 
on every continent but instead of ox power in India that still prevailed in India when I left 
in 1960 for good, they switched to horse power in flesh in Europe and now ultimately 
machines whose strength is measured in horse power. 


In 1961, soon after arriving at Western Washington State College, I got a job at the 
College Library at $1.00 an hour, the going rate. One dollar went a long way then; it 
could buy the 1961 version of what was to become fast food, Swanson’s Turkey TV 
Dinner that costs $14.99 today. But the thing that I remember most of working there is 
coming across a book. My job there was shelving in their proper place the returned 
books. 


One day I came across ‘Irving Brown’s book ‘Gypsy Fires in America’ and was 
surprised to find that these European Gypsies were the same people who visited our 
village in my childhood and spoke the same language. Language of course changes with 
distance and by coming into contact with other languages. But I did make a list of 
common words. Here is a small sample: 


katar aves prala? Whence come you brother? 

Dikhlian amare roman? Have you seen any of our people? 

Devla! Devla! So, me kardia? O’ God! O God! What have I done? 

Janas tu? (Do you know?) 

Tato pani (Hot water) 

De la Chumi. lai la chumi. Give me kiss, take a kiss.) 

Kalo Roma San tu? Are you a black Gypsy? 

That is a question a white Gypsy (through inter marriages with white Europeans) would 
ask his darker cousins. Here are some examples of white Gypsies, in addition to an 
American President who had 25% Gypsy blood: 

British actor Michael Caine, Charlie Chaplin, American actor Yul Brynner, Elvis 
Presley, Bob Hoskins, Pablo Picasso, Rita Hayworth... 


My village was a laboratory for me! 


On September 1* 1936 a Primary School opened, literally in our own family compound, 
in the cattle quarters, spruced up for the school that got its own facilities within few 
months. School was one of two gifted by the Maharaja to our Tahsil Padampur (An 
administrative unit) that received the other school. School started with 18 students, 15 of 
whom were from 35BB, other 3 from three surrounding villages. Since the school was in 
our own family compound, I started attending school from its vey inception although 
registration commenced in pre-school in 1940. School day started with all students lined 
up to repeat after one senior student praying for long life of Maharaja Ganga Singh, as 
the British do for their kings and queens to this day. 


This was followed by lesson in Civics and cleanliness. To this day, because of habit 
created then, I pick up odd pieces of paper on a public wash room floor if the wash room 
is kept clean and the floor is not littered with paper. 


The day ended with everybody lined up again and this time repeating after a senior 
student multiplication Tables up to 40. Then out of village students would leave and rest 
of us play football until dusk. 


Talking about Civics, my adopted country needs it badly, starting with every member of 
Lincoln’s party, the Republican Party, from Mitch McConnel down to the last member. 
Even President Trump could certainly benefit from it. He is the President and he has 
taken this oath: 





"| do solemnly swear (or affirm) that | will faithfully execute the Office of President of 
the United States, and will to the best of my Ability, preserve, protect and defend the 
Constitution of the United States", of which he knows nothing, nor does he care. 


Education was new to our family of ancestral farmers. It caught interest of my 
Grandfather when the Tehsildar inquired of my Grandfather if there were any educated 
members of the family whom he could offer jobs. None of my ancestors had ever gone to 
school because there were none. My uncle, Gurbax Singh Shergill, six years older than 
I, was one of 18 students in the founding class. After graduating with Master’s Degree in 
Economics from Khalsa College Amritsar, a premier Sikh Institution, established by the 
British in 1892, he started his educating career as Vice Principal of Sikh National 
College Banga, relocated from Lahore after partition of Panjab in 1947 and eventually 
became Principal of that college. His next job was as founding Principal of Khalsa 
College Chandigarh, brand new capital of Indian Panjab, planned by the famous French 
architect Le Corbusier. From there he was persuaded by the management committee of 
Khalsa College Amritsar to become the Principal of his Alma mater. Upon retiring from 
there he was appointed Chairman of Panjab Education Board. 


My uncle was my Role Model, my Idol and I followed in his footsteps. Upon completing 
Master’s degree in Geography at age 21 followed by B. Ed., my first job was as a 
Professor at Khalsa Teacher training College, Muktsar, Panjab. Two months into the 
job I was promoted to Vice-Principal Ship. That was followed by teaching Geography at 
the Air Force Central School in New Delhi for two years and from there I took off for 
adventures in my life. 


In 1960 I received admission to the University of Washington in Seattle, Washington 
for Ph. D. in Geography. My grandfather gave me $1200.00 to meet first year’s expenses 
at the University. One-way airfare from New Delhi to Seattle was also about $1200.00. 
The latter was no problem because I did not intend to fly. I was going to hitch-hike 
from New Delhi to Seattle with just the US Army Second World War back pack, 
entrusting to a friend a metal trunk full of my clothes and other necessities to be shipped 
by sea to arrive in Seattle by end of September. On September 21 1960, I arrived in 
Seattle having left New Delhi on June 24" 1960. 


This is what the last passage in my diary of September 21", 1960 reads: 


“This is the end of my 3 months’ adventures and my mission fulfilled. It has cost me only 
$18.00 from New Delhi to here. $15.00 up to London; free across the Atlantic; $3.00 up to 
Yuba City; and nothing up to here and a distance of: 

New Delhi to London 6,800 miles 

Bristol to Houston 6,800 miles 

Houston to Seattle 2,800 miles 

Total of 16,400 miles 

Miraculous! Landed at Baytown, (Galveston), Texas at 4 A.M. September 5, 1960 arriving Seattle 
Septembrer2Ist. Received $1152.00 from home and plus what I have with me ($60.00), I am 
starting my living in States with roughly $1200.00.” 


This trip was dream come true. In Pakistan and Iran, I stayed with Muslim and Sikh families, 
respectively, whose addresses I had brought from their family members living in New Delhi. 
Upon entering Turkey, I was left to my own devices, all the way to England and Seattle, 
Washington. 


The nicest and most helpful people I came across were the Turkish and Yugoslavs, the worst 
being British. I was most concerned about my reception in Turkey, a member country of 
CENTO, President Eisenhower’s Secretary of State John Foster Dulles’ military alliance along 
with SEATO to encircle two communist countries, China and Russia. India under Jawaher Lal 
Nehru remained non-aligned that John Foster Dulles considered a hostile stance. His motto was 
‘If you are not with us you are against us’. Egypt’s Nasser, communist country Yugoslavia’s 
Tito, Indonesia’s Sukarno and Ghana’s Nkrumah were the only other world leaders that joined 
Nehru against United States’ hegemony. 





Hardev S. Shergill 1960 hitch-hiking, location unknown; could be Turkey near Greek border. 
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Hardev S. Shergill, Paris, Aug. 5" 1960 in Borrowed Clothes 
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Lady Bird and Linda Johnson in the Stonewall Jackson Centennial Parade, Wimberley, TX. 
Picture from The Radio Post, 1960 Fredericksburg, Texas 
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Hardev S. Shergill Sept. 5"" 1960, 1“ day in the USA. 
Picture from The Radio Post, same day. 





H. S. Shergill 
Seattle Times Friday, September 23, 1960. 
Sikh Here Finds Travel Inexpensive 


| Indian S-t-r-e-t-c-h-e-s His $18 





Seattle Post-Imtelligencer, September 23, 1960. 
H. Sheik (Sic) Shergill shows 
How He Hitchhiked 6,800 Miles 
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Hardev (black-and-white) Russ Clift 
Bellingham, Washington 
Best Men’s Portrait 
The National Professional Photographer, Oct. 1961. 








Hardev S, Shergill Dec 14" 1961 operating elevators at Macy’s 
Bellingham, Washington 





Hardev S. Shergill 
April 21-Aug. 10, 1962 
Seattle World’s Fair A-V support 


University of Washington had a superb program for guiding the foreign students. The Director of 
the program inquired about my objectives. I told him I wanted to see the world by teaching in the 
various English-speaking countries that were coming out of British Colonialism around the 
world and retire in Kashmir that I had already visited five times. His advice was that getting Ph. 
D. in Geography is not what I should want. He advised me to get Master’s Degree in Audio- 
Visual Education that they had started that year in two of State’s Teacher Training Colleges, 
one in the interior and one in Bellingham. 


In January 1961 I chose Western Washing State College, now Western Washington 
University, in Bellingham, because of its location on the coast, not too much extremes in the 
climate and its proximity to Vancouver, British Columbia and its Sikh community. 


In 1961, while studying, I started writing letters to the English-speaking countries in Central 
America and western Africa but responses were not very encouraging. They had already started 
getting educators, at no cost to them, through the efforts of the United Nations and wanted me to 
apply from within India. 


In the United States President Kennedy had announced the formation of what came to be 
known as Peace Corps. He first mentioned the idea on October 14, 1960, at 2 a.m. to a crowd 
of 10,000 cheering students at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor during a presidential 
campaign speech. In his improvised speech, Kennedy asked, ''How many of you, who are going 
to be doctors, are willing to spend your days in Ghana? Technicians or engineers, how many 
of you are willing to work in the Foreign Service and spend your lives traveling around the 
world?" 


His young audience responded to this speech with a petition signed by 1,000 students willing to 
serve abroad. Senator Kennedy's challenge to these students—to live and work in developing 
countries around the world; to dedicate themselves to the cause of peace and development— 
inspired the beginning of the Peace Corps. 


Just two weeks later, in his November 2, 1960, speech at the Cow Palace in San Francisco, 
Kennedy proposed ‘a peace corps of talented_men_and_women'' who would dedicate 


themselves to the progress and peace of developing countries. Encouraged by more than 25,000 


letters responding to his call, Kennedy took immediate action as president to make the campaign 
promise a reality. The Peace Corps was established by executive order on March 1, 1961. 


Oh, how I wished to be part of that! That was my dream opportunity but there was one big 
hitch. I was not a US citizen, not even an immigrant. But my opportunity came soon and in 
totally unexpected ways. In 1962, by Order-in-Council PC 1962-86, 1962 Canada modified 
its immigration policy that eliminated overt racial discrimination from Canadian immigration 
policy. Skill became the main criteria for determining admissibility rather than race or national 
origin. I had applied for immigration to Canada from India in 1957, soon after appearing for 
B.Ed. examination, but my application was rejected, without explanation. Unlike Australia’s 
declared White Australia Immigration policy, Canada practiced undeclared White Canada 
Policy. It paid for the British and European Immigrants financial help to immigrate but for 
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Indians/Asians only blood relatives could sponsor. Since there were not enough of them, Canada 
was ‘safe’. 


By March1962 I had finished all of my course requirements for M. Ed. Degree. US policy 
allowed the foreign students to obtain employment during the summer break but it required 
documentation from the Institution. Head of my Department, Dr. McDonald, refused to sign the 
relevant form. Disappointed and puzzled I mentioned my dilemma to a fellow student who was 
resident of Bellingham. That city had a strong presence of Ku Klux Klan and Dr. McDonald 
was a long-term member of that group. But he suggested an alternative, going over Dr. 
McDonald’s head to his boss, the Dean. Dean had no hesitation in signing the required 
document. 


The same fellow student also told me that no non-white person could spend the night in 
Bellingham because the hotels would not rent a room to him. The same, he said, is true of 
entire State of Oregon. That explained to me the strange experience I had on my last night in 
my hitch-hiking journey. It was September 20". I had left Hazara Singh’s ranch near Chico, 
northern California, in the morning. After several rides I ended up in Albany, Oregon. Dusk was 
falling rapidly and it was chilly. 


I requested my last ride to drop me at the police station thinking, mistakenly, that police 
everywhere would be as helpful as in Texas and Arizona. When the police refused to shelter me 
for the night, I requested the gentleman to put me on the highway again. 


It was dark on the highway and the fast-going cars could not have spotted me. I started walking 
away from the city in the hope of finding a gas station. Half mile down the road I found two, but 
in both places the teenage attendants were indifferent, rude and unhelpful. Not only they were 
not going to allow me to spend the night away from the cold, they told me, in response to my 
question, that there were motels down the road but they will be all full. 


I walked half mile back in the head lights of freeway traffic to get across from an abandoned 
shed I had scouted earlier. Shed was abandoned but next to it was a gate to some factory. I 
walked to the locked gate and spotted a watchman. At first, he refused me permission to spend 
the night in that shed but when I stated to him that I was a student on my way to the University 
of Washington and this was my last night of hitchhiking from New Delhi, he relented as he 
stated that he too used to hitch rides when he was young. My last night of this journey, in the 
forests of Oregon, was cold and damp. 


In 1962 when I was experiencing this strange hatred from Dr. McDonald, I had no knowledge of 
what had transpired in Bellingham 55 years earlier. The Bellingham riots occurred on 
September 4, 1907, in Bellingham, Washington, United States. A mob of 400-500 white men, 
predominantly members of the Asiatic Exclusion League, with intentions to exclude East Indian 
immigrants from the work force of the local lumber mills, attacked the homes of the South Asian 
Indians." The Indians were mostly Sikhs but were labelled as Hindus by much of the media of 
the day. 
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The mob threw the East Indian workers into the streets, beat them, and pocketed their valuables. 
The authorities co-operated with the mob by corralling the beaten Indian immigrants into the 
City Hall, ostensibly for their safety.'“! "By the next day 125 South Asians had been driven out of 
town and were on their way to British Columbia".! Six Indians were hospitalized; no one was 
killed. About 400 were held in the Bellingham Jail, reportedly under "protective custody". No 
participants in the mob violence were prosecuted! Some victims of the riots migrated to 
Everett, Washington where two months later, they received similar treatment. Similar riots 
occurred during this period in Vancouver, BC! and California?! 








In recognition of the 100th anniversary of the riots, Whatcom County Executive Pete Kremen 
and Bellingham Mayor Tim Douglas jointly proclaimed Sept. 4, 2007, a ''Day of Healing and 


' 


Reconciliation,"' acknowledging and atoning for those regrettable events 7” 


Panjabis now grow berries on both sides of the International border and own substantial 
amount of acreage between Bellingham and the border and are a major contributor to the 
economy of that former remote back yard of the country. And of course there is a 
Gurdwara now. 


By mid-March 1962 I had moved to Seattle to work for Rarig Motion Picture Company which 
had audio-visual equipment contract at the Seattle World’s Fair and also some hours at the 
Indian Government Pavilion. Our office and warehouse were in the basement of the Space 
Needle. The Fair opened on April 21 


On May 4, 1962 I received a letter from the Western Washington State Graduate School that I 
have passed the Qualifying Exam and that the Graduation ceremonies will take place on June sh 
1962. 


In the meanwhile, I had also applied for immigration to Canada and on May 12, 1962 mailed my 
medical exam report. 


Uncle Beant Singh, who had moved to Vancouver with his family some years ago, having been 
sponsored by his Canadian Citizen father-in-law, had informed me of Canada’s new immigration 
policy when I was working at the Seattle World’s Fair. I contacted the Minister of Immigration 
office in Ottawa to get the details. They were simple. They sent me the addresses of all the 
Education Departments in the Provinces and the Union Territories; asked me to get a letter of 
appointment and mail it to them; they will arrange for a medical exam in Seattle; when they have 
the appointment letter and medical results, they will issue a letter of entry. 


Summary from notes from a scrap of paper in my files: 


May 12, 1962 Medical Exam report mailed to Canada. 
June 8, 1962 M. Ed Graduation WWSC, Bellingham. 
June 18, 1962 received telegram of job offer from Salmo, B. C. 
June 21, 1962 Employment letter received and forwarded to Canada Immigration. 
June 30, 1962 Letter of Immigration from the Minister received. 
August 11, 1962 enter Canada at Blaine. (Diary NO.3 p.59). 
Immigration officer was incredulous, looking at the Minister of Immigration letter. 
This kind of document was not the normal practice and he hesitated. 
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So close, I was not prepared to give up easily. 
I suggested he call the Immigration Office in Vancouver. 
The new policy was so recent the word had not reached the entry points. 
“They must have liked you, up there in Ottawa, very much” smiling immigration officer said. 


June 21* 1962, I received the letter of appointment from the Nelson School District, without an 
interview. I will be teaching Geography and Social Studies to Jr. and Sr. High School grades in 
Salmo. 


June 30 1962 was my day, I received my immigration permit from the Minister of immigration 
in Ottawa. 


August i 1962, Saturday, at 3:30pm my dream to live in Canada arrived, five years after 
when it was first denied, when I checked in at Douglas border crossing at Blaine, Washington 


with the letter from the Minister of Immigration. “They must_have liked you, up there in 
Ottawa, very much”. These were the words greeting me from the Canadian Immigration 
officer at the Blaine border when he saw my immigration permit category. 





By_special request to the Minister of Immigration five years later, I received _my 


Citizenship Certificate dated August 11, Friday 1967, exactly five years after arriving into 
Canada. 


First thing I did was to buy a used Karmann Ghia with money borrowed from uncle and head 
south on Highway 101 to Disneyland. 


Teaching in Canadian School System: 
1962-1963 School District #7 (Nelson) British Columbia. 
1963-1965 School District #35 (Langley) British Columbia. 


Langley is 34 miles from Vancouver. I always wanted to settle down at a place that was about 
30 miles from a big city, but not in it. British Columbia Schools’ policy was to employ teachers 
on probation the first year. If their teaching passed the test their positions became permanent. 
Since I started thinking of Langley as my future home, I accepted an invitation to join the local 
Lions Club. If that invitation had not come, I would have sought one. They immediately made 


me Secretary of the Club. I chose a service club as the vehicle for me to integrate with the 
community that I was going to call home. 


Any time I think of Langley, I am reminded of a great contrast between now and 1963 when it 
comes to mail delivery. Langley then was a small village with no home delivery; everybody had 
a mail box. There was a surprise for me in my mail box one day. It was an aerogramme. For the 
younger generation, an aerogramme is a sheet of light paper folded and sealed to form a 
letter for sending by airmail. It was from my Idol uncle who was then the Principal of Khalsa 
College Banga, Panjab, India, Principal Gurbax Singh Shergill. It was addressed simply to: 


Hardev Singh Shergill, Langley. “Try Canada” in Red Ink handwritten by the U.K. Post Master. 
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Because it was an aerogramme, it was meant to go to England only; England had only one 
Langley; the Post Master knew there was no Hardev Singh Shergill in his Langley; so, he 
forwarded it to Canada that had only one Langley and that is where the letter found me, clearly 
postmarked ‘Banga’ four days before it was delivered. 


During the summer of 1964 the Langley School District advertised a position of District Audio- 
Visual Director. I thought my dream job had come. My M.Ed. degree programme was so new, I 
was the only one in the entire country with that degree. University of British Columbia had 
started sending one of the Professors from College of Education to Portland Oregon for three 
summers to get that degree. The job that I applied for went to a recent graduate of University of 
British Columbia whom the District enrolled in the three summers in Portland, Oregon 
programme at its expense. His best qualification was his uncle, a member of the School Board. 
Since Langley was not going to be my home, in the spring break of 1965, I got a job in 
Revelstoke School District, in the heart of the Canadian Rockies, on the Columbia River, one of 
the ski havens. I had learned to ski on the slopes of Mt. Baker in 1961 while going to school 
there. Besides I was getting married on Christmas day 1965. 


1965-1966 School District #19 (Revelstoke) British Columbia. 





British Columbia and Washington State shared a joint International Lions Club District. The 
Secretary General of the District started pushing me to open a Lions club there that they had 
been desperately trying to establish for many years. I did and became its Charter President. But 
I did not give up my search for a position that was eluding me because it was classified as an 
Administrative position, thus coveted. 


Spring break 1966 again saw me at teacher hiring gathering of the School Superintendents. 
Squamish School Board was advertising just such a position. The Superintendent greeted me 
warmly, read my resume and complimented me profusely but added that for my own sake he 
would not offer me the job of Audio-visual director of his District. Asked why, his answer was 
shocking. 


Because I was such a highly educated person I would not like to live in Squamish because my 
countrymen (Panjabis) who work in the local saw mills were illiterate persons. I had never heard 

such an absurd racist comment. I do not recall what I said to him exactly but it was neither rude 
nor complimentary; sarcastic may be! 


1966 August-December 1967 School District # 85 (Port Hardy) British Columbia. 


I walked out of his room and went in for the only other position that I desired. Squamish was on 
the mainland, 40 miles north of Vancouver. That is why it became my first preference. The other 
job was on the North end of Vancouver Island, without any paved roads, mostly gravel covered 
trucking roads for lumber trucks. There were five School Districts in five small communities; all 
of them were administered by the Superintendent from Courtney/ Campbell River area. He had 
advertised for two positions, one District Librarian and one Adult Education Director. Five 
small communities were: Port Hardy, a fishing village; Port McNeill, Lumber Company 
headquarters; Alert Bay, native Indian fishing village on a small island across from Port 
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McNeill; Port Alice, a Pulp Mill town on the west coast of the Island; and Holberg, an Air 
Force Base. 


Knowing that all those communities were not only small and not even easily accessible, if they 
hire two people, it will stretch their budgets. I could do both jobs and that is what I proposed to 
the Superintendent. He liked the idea and promised to call me once he had discussed this with 
five School Boards. I had created a job for myself, starting in August 1966. 


Within first few months I Chartered five Lions Clubs in these five communities and_was 
elected Charter President of Port Hardy Lions Club, where my office was located. 


That year’s budget was already prepared. When I proposed my budget for the following year an 
ethical dilemma arose. I was not getting the minimum funds I needed to do my job properly. My 
budget was less than my salary. Should I stay and be unhappy or resign effective December 
1967. For the school teachers of British Columbia there were only two dates in the year when 
they could resign, June 30" or Dec 31. After serious consideration I came to the conclusion that 
perhaps the School Districts were premature in wanting the services for which they had no 
budget. I chose to resign effective December 31° 1967. 


1968 January-May 30, 1968 Substitute Teacher School District #39 (Vancouver) 


By now I was confident that I will line up a job starting in September 1968 in my desired area 
of making my home, the Lower Mainland. My wife and I will have almost eight months to 
fulfill my dream travel: fly to Germany, pick up a Volkswagen Camper, drive to India via a route 
different from I took in 1960, head back retracting my 1960 route before heat wave envelops 
India. Vancouver School Board was the largest system in British Columbia. I went to see the 
Superintendent. I laid out my plans to use the resources of School buildings, libraries and 
human resources for adults during after school hours. He was intrigued. There was only one 
progressive Head Master he knew. He set up an appointment for us to meet. He also gave me 
rather unpleasant news. Every summer officers of the School Boards used to fly to England to 
fill up teaching positions starting in September of that year. This year they flew to Australia, 
where school year ends on December 31“ and brought back a chartered plane load of teachers. 
That meant that I will have to wait until Easter to line up a September job and that will jettison 
my planned trip. 


Meeting with the Principal went very well. We both had the same ideas and his Librarian, who 
had no interest in something like I was proposing, was retiring that June, with one proviso; the 
teacher-school board contract provided her with the option to delay her retirement by one year 
and she had until June 1° to decide. Superintendent had one solution for me. They had a brand- 
new School, designed for a new method of teaching called team teaching with large classes. The 
Social Studies teacher was on an extended sick leave; I could take his place as a substitute 
teacher. I welcomed that offer but the days started sliding by and Easter break came. Then a new 
idea came into my mind. Ontario was one province where Geography was taught as a separate 
discipline, not social studies, which was history with a different name. They did their hiring 
during Easter break as well. I applied for one position just north of Toronto city limits. 
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A clerk from the Principal’s office where I was substituting came to my classroom to say that 
there is an important phone call for me in the Principal’s office. It was the Superintendent in 
Ontario offering me the job, without an interview. I accepted. As soon as I walked into my house 
my wife told me there was a call for me from the Superintendent of the Vancouver School 
Board. Time was past 5:00pm. Next morning the Superintendent told me that the School 
Librarian had opted to retire and that the job that I desired was mine. I broke the news to him that 
I am sorry; I had already accepted a job in Ontario, yesterday. 


I should mention here that one of the good things for the students of British Columbia is the 
practice that a verbal offer and verbal acceptance of a job between the Superintendent and the 
teacher is as good as a written one. I could have chosen to call the Superintendent in Ontario to 
release me from the verbal contract but he went through a great deal of effort. He called my 
home first; my wife told him I was teaching in one of Vancouver’s Schools; he called the 
Vancouver School Board to find out which school and then he persuaded the Principal of that 
school to call me to the phone for an important phone call. 


My conscience would not allow it although it will prove to be life altering experience for 
me. 


If I had accepted my ‘dream job’ in Vancouver I would never have a run in with George 
Wootten, the Principal of Douglas College, New Westminster, six years later and won’t be 
sitting in the sunshine state of California, at an elevation of 1000 feet with 180-degree 100- 
mile view, looking down at the capital of the world’s fifth-largest economy, bigger than 
Britain, Sacramento, California 30 miles away, 30 feet above sea level, provided, of course 
the air is not full of smoke from the forest fires, as is lately happening. I would have missed 
the challenging experiences and retired as a Librarian from Vancouver School Board. 


There would never have been a Sikh Bulletin. 


I should be thanking George Wootten for his contribution towards my rich and rewarding 
life and person I have become. 


It is up to the individual to turn adversity into opportunity provided your actions are based 
on certain fundamental principles of life. My advice to everyone who reads this is to give 
the best of yourself to any task in life that you choose, without fear, and go around the 
obstacles to the next higher plane. 


1968-1970 York County Board of Education, Aurora, Ontario. 


The trip that I had planned was in shambles. Cooler season for drive to India was gone. If I could 
line up a September job now, I will fly, solo, around the world for three or four months, arriving 
back in Vancouver a week before schools started. That is what transpired; I flew east and 
returned from the west, spending almost a month in India, Kashmir and Nepal, visiting family 
after eight years. All our possessions fitted into the smallest U Haul that we hauled, non-stop 
almost, to Toronto. 
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1970-1971 Head, Geography Department, Kent County Board of Education, Chatham 
Ontario. 


My posting was in an old small agricultural town, Ridgetown, Ontario where almost every one 
living there was born there. People were friendly. The Geography teacher I was replacing had a 
house there which I ended up buying. I Revived the OTC programme at the school and received 


the rank of 2nd Lieutenant in the Canadian Armed Forces from Her Majesty The Queen. 


1971 Easter break brought the news for the position of a Geography Professor at Douglas 
College in New Westminster, B. C. that had commenced classes in 1970 but I knew nothing 
about. This was an opportunity to get back to British Columbia. 


Drove to Toronto to be interviewed by the Dean and got the job. Rules were first year 
probation and then three-year contracts. The house that I had bought came with a Maple tree that 
we tapped in the spring for home-made maple syrup. But I would strongly advise against that 
practice; it takes too long to get the final product. 


1971-1972 Douglas College, New Westminster, British Columbia. 


New Westminster was my wife’s home town. Her parents had a hundred-year-old house less 
than half a mile from the temporary location of Douglas College, in portable class rooms, from 
the house. Her parents had purchased a water front lot on one of the Gulf Islands in the Strait of 
Georgia, between Vancouver Island and the mainland of British Columbia, Canada, and were 
building their house themselves. I bought their New Westminster house thinking that I was 
finally home, teaching the subject I love and beautiful sight of Mt. Baker across the border, 
where I had learnt to Ski, from the house, where I could one day build a multistory house with a 
Pent House Suite. 


1972-1975 As per College policy Three Year contract was issued. 


1972 Elected President of the Douglas College Faculty Association and delegate to the 
College Faculties Federation. My troubles began. 


In 1972, I received my three-year contact. Appointed during the first year by the Principal of 
the College, George Wootten, outgoing President of the Douglas College Faculty Association, 
proposed my name for next year’s presidentship and I got elected by acclamation. Reason for 
this became clear the same evening when the Past President invited me for Dinner with the 
College President, where ‘collegiality’ was preached. It became clear to me then that it was the 
College President who chose me to be elected President, believing that he could control me just 
he had done with the previous two years’ President. 


At my very first meeting with the College Faculties Federation my suspicions were confirmed. 
George Wootten did not want CFF to succeed and that was the reason why only a small fraction 
of Douglas College Faculty belonged to the association. Things changed quickly. Membership 
increased. By arranging to have me nominated for Presidentship, George Wootten made a 
big mistake, both for himself and for me. There was no reason for him to panic but panic he 
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did. He put all kinds of pressure on me through my three colleagues, all weaklings, who were 
hired during the first year of college. 


1973 November appointed to the Task Force on the Community College as representative 
of College teaching faculties. 


Newly elected government of the Province had promised access to two-year colleges for all the 
people of British Columbia. To that effect the Minister of Education appointed an English 
Educator to develop a course of action. He appointed the Task Force on the Community 
College, staffed by representatives chosen by him out of two nominated by various interest 
groups within the province. Out of the two nominations from the College Faculties 
Federation he chose me. All the hell broke loose. George Wootten panicked. He was not 
chosen for the Task Force from the names proposed by the Principals. He was losing control. 


He immediately set upon to harass me by using or abusing my three colleagues from the very 
first year of college. Poor characters, they obliged by scheduling my classes from first thing in 
the morning to the last on the opposite sides of a large jurisdiction where classes were held, 
leaving no time for me to attend the Task Force meetings. 


I have never in my life given up easily. 


The Chairperson of the Task Force was a lady member of the Douglas College Council and 
also a good friend of the lady Minister of Education. I took my concerns to her. She spoke to 
The Minister who instructed the Director of the Task Force to see to it that I am allowed time to 
attend the Task Force meetings by providing a substitute teacher. A lot of activity happened out 
of sight and details were not known to me then. I learned of all that in the local newspaper article 
of May 8, 1974, “DOES STAR CHAMBER EXIST AT DOUGLAS COLLEGE? To this day 
I do not know who initiated this exhaustive coverage of this incident and why. 


1974, January 24, remaining of three-year contract bought out. 


January 31° 1974 was the last day for the current College Council that had practically given 
George Wootten dictatorial powers to operate the college. Coming from industry background 
he wanted to run the college as a CEO. Council had been compliant with whatever he did. 
Before the Council changed, he wanted me out of the way and the only way for that, against 
which I had no recourse, was to buy out my contract as is the practice in the industry. My entire 
effort was directed at getting rights written into law for the protection of the teaching 
faculty, among other things. George and I had irreconcilable differences. 


1974 February appointed full time to the Task Force on the Community College by the 
Minister of Education. 


By buying my contract George wanted to kill two birds with one stone. Get me out of his 


hair forever and see me thrown out of The Task Force because I was no longer a Faculty 
Member. 
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Unfortunately for him, neither happened. I got appointed full time to The Task Force that 
led_ me to start a brand-new college and sit across the table from George in Principals’ 
meetings. 


1975 January Appointed College Development Consultant by the Minister of Education to 
prepare a report for viability of a college to serve North Vancouver Island. 


This was my territory in 1966 and 1967 when I served as District Librarian and Adult 
Education Director for the five School Districts and chartered five Lions Clubs. That played a 
very large role for the Minister to assign me for this task. 


1975 March Report to establish North Island College submitted to the Minister of 
Education and accepted for implementation. 


In depth effort to start the college began in earnest by hiring a college Bursar, teaching staff and 
starting classes, including an arrangement with University of Edmonton, Alberta in the field of 
Adult Education. 


1975 July-March 31, 1976 North Island College, Campbell River, Administrative Director. 


I was assigned the job to plan for and start this College by the Minister of Education. Now the 
College Council, representatives of the participating school boards, was in charge. They 
advertised position of the Principal. I too applied but the job went to an Englishman who had 
migrated to Canada same year I did, 1962, taught for one year in Saskatchewan and moved south 
across the border. At the time of applying for this job he was working as administrative assistant 
to the Principal of a Community College in Vancouver, Washington State. College Council 
consisted of all but one English ancestry. The lone exception was a Polish immigrant Engineer 
working for MacMillan Bloedel Limited, a Canadian forestry company. He confided in me that 
he was the lone supporter of my candidacy but the new hire was well known to or a relative of 
one of the Council Members. 


The new Principal was gracious enough to ask me to stay on but I had other ventures to explore, 
may be in non-educational fields. In two years of working non-stop to establish this College and 
after giving fourteen years of my life to Canada’s education system, I had achieved the highest 
position I could. This was enough. I had three months paid vacation coming. That Cheque went 
towards buying four tickets for my family to visit India, first time for them, for three months. 


1976 Move to California and new life. 


Upon return in April 1976 I proceeded with my effort to relocate in California where I chose to 
live near Sacramento. I obtained Teaching and Administrative Credentials for employment in 
California’s Community Colleges, the system on which our Task Force recommendations for 
British Columbia were based, but never did try for a job. I settled in my own Real Estate 
business where I still am and living in the same house since 1982, longest ever and hopefully last 
stay in my life. 
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Glorious Winter & Summer Solstice Sunsets from the House 
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When I was a child growing up in Village 35BB in Ganganagar District of Bikaner State, we 
used to experience almost daily sand storms during dry summer months before the rains came 
and they changed colour as time lapsed from frightening dark black wall of sand coming at you 
through various shades to milky white due to suspended small dust particles in the air, that one 
could look at the sun directly. 


I let child’s imagination run wild; imagining that the colourful dust came from East Africa 
where my mother’s cousins were living and wished I could too. 


I often dreamed of seeing the wide world beyond the confines of my small village and annual 
train travel from 35BB to Sakruli. In 1949 when I was in first year college at Mahalpur, one of 
my mother’s cousins was visiting India. I bugged him to take me with him. I did not know the 
intricacies of foreign travel. 


In my 86 years of life I have learned a lot and have lived through a lot. Having given up on 
all the religions before my teenage years and never visiting the Gurdwaras when I was 
young, I have run a gurdwara in Roseville, CA, at my expense for nine years with the 
purpose of reforming Sikhi; spent eight years wondering why Sikhism cannot be reformed; 
finding out the fundamental truth that no religion has ever been reformed; basically 
because _ religion, like God, is creation of humans and human nature is to err; and 


published the Sikh Bulletin for twenty years. There was a course correction for the Sikh 
Bulletin in 2013 when I discovered Guru Nanak and saw the LIGHT. Click the link below to 


see what I have learned about Nanak. 





https://sikhbulletin.com/Files/NanakMyDiscovery.pdf 


Going through college and reading magazines and books I developed fascination with the 
United States of America and admiration for President Lincoln who went to war to 
preserve the Union. And I dreamed! 


The country seemed to be unique, very different from every other country. It was home to people 
with many nationalities. It accepted people from various countries of Europe where minorities 
with different religious beliefs were persecuted. Africans were the integral part of the fabric of 
the society although they had to struggle harder than Europeans to get their rights. Indian 
scholars were also going there on various scholarship programs. And of course, there was large 
presence of Hispanics, United State having annexed by force their territories from Texas to 


California just because it could. 


When I received immigration into Canada, I did run into discrimination but at the same 
time I ran into some of the best people. There is more discrimination in India based on the 
Caste System among the people who are otherwise the same. 


By 2013 I was beginning to understand Guru Nanak’s (April 15, 1469 -September 22, 1539) 
philosophy but not as a basis for yet another divisive religion but rather the philosophy of 
living by all mankind, living in harmony with nature and with each other, on this small 
blue dot, without any religious sermonizing and fear of fictitious God. 
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To Qazi Ruknuddin’s question in Mecca, “Fala Allah mazabo”? (What is your religion?), 


Guru Nanak’s response was “Abdulla Allah la mazaboo” (I am a man of ‘God’ and belong to 
no religion. 


The strongest evidence of Guru Nanak’s aversion towards religion is found on P. 1136 of 
AGGS. 


oT JH foe & HABH'S Il Na am Hindi na Musalman. 
We are neither Hindus, nor Muslims. AGGS M5, p 1136 


Fifth Guru, Guru Arjan, does not say we are Sikhs. 


Nor did Guru Nanak believe in GOD as other religions do and in this he was not alone. However, 
Guru Nanak was not the first person to reject religion as an institution. Aristotle 384-322 BC: 


rejected man-made religions and their Gods. 


“According to the book of Genesis, God created man in his own image, but according to 
Aristotle, men create gods after their own image.” 


I regret not finding the truth about Guru Nanak’s philosophy, buried under gobbledygook 
in the gurdwaras, when I was a lot younger. It is imperative that our younger generation, 
living in multiple countries and _ distinct societies, be made aware of Guru Nanak’s 
philosophy, so that they become responsible and productive members of those societies. 


I started looking at Canada and the United States as societies where Guru Nanak’s concept 
of society could be accomplished and I have every hope that eventually it will be so. 


Canada is still on track. In 1962 John Diefenbaker, the then Prime Minister of Canada let me 
in on the basis of what I could contribute to its growth and development. In 1972 Prime 
Minister Pierre Trudeau, the father of the current Prime Minister of Canada, opened Canada’s 
doors for Panjabi and other Asian refugees evicted by Idi Ameen, dictator of Uganda, where 
they had lived for generations. He gave them 90 days to leave the country. In 2018 Justin 
Trudeau, Canada’s current Prime Minister, followed in his father’s footsteps by offering new 
home to Syrian refugees that United States created. 


But United States has run into a temporary hitch. 61% of the population in the United States 
is white and all white Evangelicals, who call themselves Christians, voted for Trump, including 
the women, in spite of what he thinks of them and where he would like to grab them. People like 
that calling themselves Christians should be of concern to all Christians, if there are any true 
Christians. 


Climate for Trump’s rise was created by eight years of Obama Presidency and the climate 
for Trump like presidency was created by the extreme right wing of the Republican Party, 
encouraged by the disgraceful Senate Majority Leader, Mitchell McConnell, who tacitly 
remained silent when Trump trumpeted the false rumor that Obama was not born in the 
USA. He doubled down to pledge that he will make Obama one term President, in which he 
failed. 
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The whole Republican Party, Lincoln’s Party, appealed to the baser instincts of White 


Christians. Now we have a congenital liar, spitting lies day and night, unashamedly, a 
misogynist, Narcissistic Sociopath, a crazy clown for a President with zero civic sense. 


Trump was not elected President by the people who did vote but by the people who did not 
vote. Out of total 231,556,622 eligible voters only 138,884,643 (57.9%) actually voted. Of these 
65,844,954 (48.2%) voted for Hillary and 62,979,879 (46.1) for Trump. The real electors of 
Trump were the 42.1% who did not vote in this crucial election; Shame on them. The reason 
Trump won with fewer votes goes back to the time when North, mostly Republican, defeated the 
slave owning South, mostly Democrat, in their Civil War and gave the vanquished South unfair 
advantage in electing the President through the practice called Electoral College. 


Political parties in my adopted country have reversed roles since I first studied them in 
1950’s in my College Years. Slave owning Democrats of the previous century have become 
Republicans in their policy and Republicans of today have donned the garb of previous 
slave owners. The GOP is now the party of neo-Confederates. They have been emboldened 
to come into the open by Trump’s appeals to racism and xenophobia. Even in matters of 
Tariffs, in 2018 the two parties have reversed positions, Democrats who used to be for 
Tariffs when I was going through college are now against them and Republicans have not 
raised hue and cry against their President who brags himself as Tariffs President. 


Now I have come to the 4"" stage in my life that I read about in my 5h grade, the first time I 
had access to Hindu Granths in my Middle School library. That is about the only useful 


thing I remember from reading those Granths of a Caste ridden Society. I have already 
gone through my childhood, the first stage; life as a householder, the second stage; having 
done my duty towards my children, my younger siblings and other dependents, I think I 
have done something for the community I was born into, the third stage. This is the fourth 


stage where finally I have to meet my maker. 


Guru Nanak (1469-1539), a Panjabi Philosopher, (I do not wish to call him Indian because 


India rejected him. Jawaher Lal Nehru, in his book “Discovery of India”, Guru Nanak, just the 
name only, is mentioned only once, on page 240 alongside Amir Khusrau in the heading: “The 
Indian Social Structure: Importance of the Group”. Not a single other word is used about Guru 
Nanak or his contribution to India’s Social Structure.) makes it easy for me to understand 
what to expect in this stage of life, become immortal by merging with the Creator. There is 
no second coming, no matter what the man-made religions claim. 














cot Hct a8 USS ES J famrst yt J ABE 

Het HAS we nog BIS yor A cued 
“The body is made of earth (various elements) and it is the air (breath) that keeps it alive. O 
wise one, then tell me who died because the body and the air it breathed are still here? It is 


consciousness that died along with disputes caused by egotistical pride, but the One 
(Creator/Kartar) who takes care of all does not die.” AGGS, M 1, p. 152. 











Hardev Singh Shergill 
December 21, 2018 
2 2k 2 KK 
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Sikh Family in Diaspora: Story of ten siblings who left their ancestral home in Rajasthan, 
India, founded by their grandparents in 1927, for better opportunity in North 
America but converted their ancestral home into a free pre-natal and post-natal 
clinic for needy families, in memory of their mother who died for lack of post-natal 
care five months after the birth of our tenth sibling and Hospital for needy families 
in memory of our Grandmother. Tenth sibling, Deep, is the one who took the 
initiative to keep the memory of our mother he never knew and grandmother who 
raised him from the age of five months to a handsome young man of thirteen. 


https://sikhbulletin.com/Bulletins/SikhBulletinJulAug2012.pdf 
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© | °AFCS' 1959-60. 4 


Air Force Central School, New Delhi, a few weeks before my journey. 
In this Staff Picture I am 4" from the left in the second row. 
Photo Courtesy, Parminder Dhillon, my student, who now lives in North Carolina State. 





1956-1957 
One glorious year studying for B. Ed and spending weekends hiking around with friends in nature’s bounty 
conferred on Ca caer am now the seat of Dalai a 


ke CPG het ef , 





Dharamsala environs 
That Primus stove cooked meals. 
Everything in one pot, delicious! 
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1954 MA Geopraphy Class ¢ on Field Tripi in Gul Gs 
Iam standing, tasting and seeing my first snow. 
Seven years later I would learn to Ski on it on the other side of the globe on slopes of Mt. Baker, WA 


St 


Task Force on the Community College in British Columbia, Canada August 1974 
Front Row from the left, Dev Shergill; Len O’Neill; John Bremer, Commissioner of Education; Honourable Eileen Dailly, Minister of 
Education; Hazel L’Estrange, Chairman, is extreme right of the front row. 
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1960 Indian Passport Picture 





Hardev Singh Shergill, Publisher of the Sikh Bulletin 
at Calgary, Alberta, Canada Conference on April 11, 2015. 
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ADDENDA TO HARDEV SINGH SHERGILL BIO 
Addendum I: 
Douglas College, New Westminster, 
B. C. Canada Experience: 


From 1962 — 1968 I served in the British Columbia School system where Geography as a 
discipline was not taught but in Ontario it was and that is where I went in 1968. In 1970 Douglas 
College opened in New Westminster and in 1971 they brought me back to British Columbia to 
teach Physical Geography. 


There were three other teachers who had been hired the first year, two Canadian men and one 
woman from England. 


One of the men instructors was a Meteorologist, the other a Human Geographer and the woman I 
do not recall her specialty. Their personalities were no backbone, bully and insecurity, 
respectively. They had developed their own curricula independent of each other and when I 
joined I had to do the same in my field, Physical Geography. 


We had a very collegial though cool but conflict-free first year. The policy at the college was to 
hire faculty on probation the first year and then renew the contracts for three years at a time. 
They received their three year contracts in 1971 and I mine in 1972. 


I had been a union guy during my teaching career, both in British Columbia and Ontario. At 
the college I found the faculty association but it had no rights whatsoever. It was entirely at the 
mercy of the College Principal. There was wide spread mistrust about the first President of the 
Douglas College Faculty Association within the Faculty as well as within the College Faculties 
Federation which was not getting his cooperation in demanding legislative remedies and due 
process for the teaching faculty. 


In 1972 this outgoing President proposed my name to succeed him and I got elected by 
acclamation. The same evening I and the outgoing President were invited by the Principal of the 
College, George Wootton, to dinner. There and then it became crystal clear to me why so few of 
the faculty members had joined the Association and why no one else wanted to preside over it. 


The Principal of the College and the President of the Faculty were in cahoots. At the very first 
meeting of the College Faculties Federation, where I represented my Association, I told them 
that things are going to be different from now on and Douglas College Faculty is going to be in 
the lead to secure legal rights for the faculty, similar to those enjoyed by the School Teachers of 
British Columbia and I reported the same back to my college Faculty Association. 
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Past President and one other member of the executive committee were informants for the 
Principal of the college who felt threatened by my actions. To stop me he started an 
intimidation process by soliciting a baseless complaint against me from the woman from 
England, the insecure, egged on by the Human Geographer, the bully, who had ‘promised’ 
my job to a friend of his but was overruled by the Dean who wanted to balance the 
department by hiring a Physical Geographer and I was told all this by the Meteorologist, 
the one without backbone, when he was trying to assure me that he had nothing to do with 
the complaint. 


As I refused to be intimidated and the faculty members saw what was happening, the faculty 
association membership grew. George Wootton tried to snare me through multitudes of 
committees and boards that he had handpicked but none did his bidding. 


Then I got appointed to the College Task Force as a nominee of the College Faculties 
Federation and all hell broke loose. George had my teaching schedule so arranged that I will 
teach early morning class in Surrey and late night class in Richmond. The main campus and my 
residence were in New Westminster. That allowed me no time to participate in the work of the 
Task Force. 


For the rest of the story please read “Does Star Chamber exist at Douglas College?” an 
investigative reporting that even I could not have done a better job of. In fact I learned 


more about what was happening to me after reading this write up in the Wednesday, May 
8, 1974 issue of The Columbian by Jacke Wolf, Columbian City Editor. 


Justice was served when as founding Administrative Director (Acting Principal) of North 
Island College I attended monthly Principals’ meetings sitting across the table from George. All 
but one member of the North Island College Council were English immigrants or ancestry; 
only one was east European. Only the latter wanted me to have the title as Principal, as was the 
case with other colleges but he got ruled out by the English and I became ‘Administrative 
Director’. 


A year later they chose an Englishman, a relative or an acquaintance of one of the Council 
members, to be their Principal. The new Principal wanted me to stay to carry on the work I had 
started but I had had enough of the British Columbia teaching experience. 


I wanted to terminate it while I was at the top, but I left for the new Principal an operating 


college with faculty and students and liaison with University of Edmonton, Alberta, for Adult 
Education on our campus. 
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I had accumulated three months of paid leave; submitted my resignation effective the day the 
new Principal was going to take over; took my family to India for those three months and upon 
return relocated to California to work for myself. 


Just in case I might need it I did obtain California Community Colleges credentials as 
Community College Instructor in Geography and Community College Supervisor. I never felt 
the need to use them. 


DOES STAR CHAMBER EXIST AT DOUGLAS COLLEGE? 


As published in The Columbian, New Westminster, B. C. Canada Wednesday, May 8, 1974 
By Jacke Wolf, Columbian City Editor 


Education, philosophers through the ages have held, is one of mankind's purer pursuits. As 
Confucius said, it is a simple process: when you know a thing, to hold that you know it; and 
when you do not know a thing, to allow that you do not know it. 


It follows, logically, that educational institutions similarly should be concerned with such purity 
- with practising and promulgating all that is good in man. 


But sometimes it doesn't work out that way. Personalities, circumstances and political issues get 
in the way. And, often, those elements become so intertwined that black and white merge to 
grey, and important issues become clouded because the emotional impact of a situation is 
dissipated through a lengthy bureaucratic process. 


The kind of murkiness the philosophers deplored certainly pervades the case of Hardev S. 
Shergill. 


His teaching position in the geography department at Douglas College was "terminated" last 
January after nearly 18 months of evaluations, memos and counter-memos, hearings before 
boards of reference and the college council, and disputes over testimony (and the lack of it). 


While on the surface the firing of Dev Shergill may seem to be a purely internal college 
matter, its importance extends to the public realm. 


Many of the procedures used, and the motives suspected, have a direct bearing on the work 
undertaken by the Task Force on the Community College, appointed last fall by Education 
Minister Eileen Daily. 


The task force - of which, incidentally, Dev Shergill is a member - is shortly due to begin public 


hearings on its working paper, and the questions Mr. Shergill's case raises have a direct bearing 
on how community colleges should be run in this province: 
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1. What powers should a college council have, and what recourse should there be for those it 
affected? Present legislation, primarily Sections 257 and 258 of the Public Schools Act, gives 
councils virtually unlimited power. The Minister of Education has no effective control over 
councils, and there is no recourse to the courts against their decisions. 


—_— co 0 
. . .Should any. . . faculty member be left with no redress where ‘hearings’ are held with- 
out his knowledge, where he has no opportunity to call or cross-examine witnesses and has 
no access to the minutes of tribunals sitting in judgment upon him? 
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In short, councils now enjoy powers unequalled by most public bodies, even though its members 
are either appointed or only indirectly elected. 


2. Even accepting the failings in the present legislation, should Mr. Shergill - or any other faculty 
member - be left with no redress where "hearings" are held without his knowledge, where 
he has no opportunity to call or cross-examine witnesses and has no access to the minutes of 
tribunals sitting in judgment upon him? 


3. When such a situation exists, what moral responsibilities does the education minister have to 
call a public inquiry? 


4. Should college councils, considering their increasing scope in the community, be directly 
elected or, appointed? Is the present situation realistic: that councils are composed of people 
whose primary responsibilities lie elsewhere (school district trustees and officials, local political 
figures?) 


Community colleges involve a large segment of the adult population and spend millions of 
dollars. Should their governance be left to persons who, by definition, must consider college 
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affairs a peripheral concern and therefore are inclined to let administrators run the whole show, 
to develop empires of their own? 


To illustrate the importance of these questions, a closer look at the involved and intricate 
Shergill affair is necessary. 


Mr. Shergill, 40, came to Douglas College in 1971 after heading the geography department 
at Ridgetown District High School in Kent, Ontario. Previously he had taught in Thornhill, 
Ontario and in Port Hardy, Revelstoke, Langley and Salmo, B.C. 


He has Bachelor's and Master's degrees in English, Economics, Geography and 
Audiovisual Education. He was active in the Ontario Secondary School Teachers' 
Federation, the Canadian Adult Education Association, the Educational Media Association 
of Canada, and the Canadian Council for International Cooperation. 


Beyond education, Mr. Shergill has served as a 2nd Lieutenant in the Canadian Armed 
Forces, worked with the Boy Scouts, and has received five extension awards from Lions 
International. 


In person, Mr. Shergill matches his credentials. He is articulate, genial, has a very keen mind and 
is precise, methodical and organized. 


When Mr. Shergill was hired as the fourth full time geographer at Douglas, he had an initial 
disadvantage. In the words of Bill Day, Dean of Continuing Education (who later served as 
trustee of the geography department during its troubles), "Dev Shergill entered a hostile 
environment" 


The college was still young and hiring procedures had not been ironed out. At least two persons, 
with widely differing personalities, were hiring. And the three existing geographers were 
unhappy because they felt a UBC graduate - preferably a human or social geographer - should 
have been hired instead of Mr. Shergill. [Note: Not three but only one, Human Geographer graduate of 
Simon Fraser University, wanted a friend of his hired.] 


Shortly after coming to Douglas, Mr. Shergill, consistent with his past record of involvements, 
joined the fledgling Douglas Faculty Association. In 1972 he was elected its president, at a time 
when about 50 of the 125 faculty belonged (membership grew substantially during his tenure). 


Coincidentally, it was about the same time as his election to the presidency that his troubles 
really began. In January, 1972, a fellow geography teacher, Elizabeth Peerless, filed a complaint 
against Mr. Shergill with the head of the Geography Department, Don McEachern. She alleged 
that Mr. Shergill was "uncompromising and uncooperative” in his work with the other 
geographers. 


At the time Ms. Peerless wrote her letter provisions for handling internal faculty disputes at the 


college were rather primitive. A Faculty Handbook existed, which had been prepared by the 
administration and - back at the college's beginning - given rather cursory approval by the newly- 
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formed faculty association. The handbook provided for no grievance procedure, only what were 
called “evaluation” and "summary dismissal” measures. 


The handbook continues in use. Basically complaint or a charge on unspecified grounds can be 
laid by any person in the geographic area covered by the college against any faculty member. 
The departmental chairman is required to attempt to reconcile differences. Failing resolution, a 
peer group departmental evaluation committee studies the charge and makes commendation to 
the principal. If still unresolved, the principal of the college can call a board of reference, which 
would make recommendations to the principal. 


The handbook language was - and remains singularly ambiguous. On the one hand, it says 
"faculty members are protected against arbitrary or capricious decisions,” and on the 
other hand it says anyone can lay any kind of charge and the faculty member will be 
judged, with no right of appeal, or guarantee of an open hearing. The language mentions 
that there should be differences between serious and minor complaints but fails to define 
either. 


Throughout the handbook, as well as in these two sections, all power is cyclical. It rests, with the 
principal, who may, if he chooses, farm out jobs to committees of his own choosing. But those 
committees, while giving an appearance of collegial decision making, are only empowered 
to make recommendations to the principal. 


Such a state of affairs would not be nearly so serious if, as was pointed out earlier, aggrieved 
persons had access to the courts for redress. But poorly written legislation does not give them 
that option. 


In a brief to the college council last December, faculty association vice-.president Stephen 
Sharpe called the evaluation system "scandalous, tragic, dismal, and autocratic." 


"I'm ashamed to say that Iam as much at fault as any other faculty member for the system we 
have," Mr. Sharpe wrote, "because I did not protest when the thing was presented for approval. 


"In those early days of the college we were all pretty idealistic, terribly busy and always ready to 
‘let George do it' (George Wootton that is)," he said. ... . "I might add that it's a case like this 
(Shergill's) that turns a naive idealist into a pretty hard realist in a matter of three or four 
months." 


Ms. Peerless' letter of complaint, dated Jan. 27, 1972 was discussed at a departmental meeting 
the following day, she later told a board of reference. She said Mr. Shergill had been given 
"hints" of the dissatisfaction of his colleagues but chose to ignore them. Mr. Shergill claims he 
did not receive a copy of her letter until the following Aug. 29, after it had been delayed, then 
acted upon, by Mr. McEachern. 


Mr. Shergill said he received the letter then because he was scheduled to appear before a 
departmental evaluation committee the following day to answer the charges. 
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Why the long delay in acting upon a complaint? It is unclear from the evidence contained in 
committee minutes and reports. However, it could be significant that Mr. Shergill's views 
regarding the future of the faculty association he headed became well- known earlier that 
summer. He indicated publicly that he favored enlarging its membership, registering under 
the Societies Act and working toward its certification under the Trade Unions Act. 


It should be noted that college Principal Dr. George Wootton, according to several faculty 
members, frequently has made his own views known to faculty: that the association's work could 
better be done through departmental working committees and that he vehemently opposed 
collective bargaining rights for the faculty. 


The departmental evaluation committee did not make its report (determined at a meeting of 
which Mr. Shergill was not aware) until Nov. 2, 1972. This was about a week after the 
faculty association wrote to Eileen Dailly advocating establishment of a Community 
Colleges' Act (which Dr. Wootton also publicly has opposed) and urging her to establish a 
committee with faculty representation to advise on the content of such an act. 


The evaluation committee recommended that the principal should convene a board of 
reference, which Dr. Wootton did in December. Dr. Wootton chose the board members and 


informed Mr. Shergill by memo that he intended to chair the board himself, on an ex- 
officio basis. 


After hearings during which Mr. Shergill was not allowed to hear the evidence presented 
against him or to question that evidence - and to which he was allowed to only call two 
character witnesses in addition to his own testimony - the board still was not able to assess 


unilateral blame for lack of ''collegiality"' in the geography department. 


In fact, the board said it was unable to deal with the charge ''because its wording implies 
that harmonious relationships could _be_ established unilaterally." Board _members 
concluded that every member of the geography department had made inadequate attempts 
to get along. 


The board recommended that the department be placed in trusteeship for one semester (spring, 
1973). The trustee was to be required to submit a written monthly report to the principal, each 
geographer and the - social sciences chairman. At the end of the semester, it would be at Dr. 
Wootton's discretion to reconvene the board for reassessment and final decision. 


On May 28, 1973, the trustee appointed by Dr. Wootton - Bill Day - made his report. He said he 
felt the situation basically was unchanged during his trusteeship and cited personality differences 
as a major factor in the problem. He emphasized - as did everyone with whom The 
Columbian discussed the case — that Mr. Shergill was an extremely competent teacher, a 


view_upheld by student course evaluations, published in the Douglas College Anti- 
Calendar. 
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Nevertheless, Mr. Day recommended that Mr. Shergill be removed from his departmental, non- 
teaching functions and placed under the direct supervision of the social sciences chairman, and, 


that his contract not be renewed when it expired in August, 1975. 


On Aug. 30, 1973 Dr. Wootton issued a memo to those concerned concurring with Mr. Day 'that 
fault was shared and that Mr. Shergill would henceforth work under the social sciences 
chairman. The memo was to be published in the faculty newsletter, The Mad Hatter, at the 
request of the faculty ombudsman, in order to clear Mr. Shergill's name, but it was never 
published. 


The board of reference, reconvened, formally received the trustee's report and the principal's 
decision was discussed among Dr. Wootton, Mr. Shergill, and Howard Eaton, the faculty 
ombudsman. 


The trustee's recommendation that Mr. Shergill's contract not be renewed, according to Mr. 
Eaton's later report to the faculty association, was not acted upon. 


“The experimental nature of Mr. Shergill's new position was made clear but he was to be offered 
a new contract if the experiment was successful," Mr. Eaton wrote, adding that he had a later 
conversation with Dr. Wootton to confirm that impression. 


However, on Oct. 11, 1973, after the new arrangement had been in effect only about a month, 
Dr. Wootton wrote to Mr. Shergill saying the experiment, "Since this model of operation is 


outside of our present organizational framework", would continue only to the end of his present 
contract. 





The letter continued: "In discussion, I did indicate that this action did not preclude the possibility 
of your being offered a new con tract. . . but whether or not this happened would depend upon 
whether or not the organizational model in effect could accept this kind of staff relationship." 


In other words, unless the college was totally reorganized - an unlikely prospect - Mr. 
Shergill's contract would not be renewed. 


On Oct. 19, 1973, then Education Commissioner John Bremer informed Mr. Shergill that he 
had been appointed to the new community college task force. Mr. Bremer contacted Dr. 
Wootton and claims the principal verbally did not indicate any dissatisfaction with the 
appointment. However, later, Dr. Wootton refused to grant Mr. Shergill time release to 


work on the commission, saying that Mr. Bremer told him all work would be done on 
weekends - a claim that Mr. Bremer denies. 


On Nov. 8, unknown to Mr. Shergill, Dr. Wootton told college council that his contract would 
not be renewed. Indirect word of this, in addition to the denial of time release to work on the task 
force, made Mr. Shergill appeal to college council directly for intervention in his case. 











Following a long talk with then council chairman Dr. Pat Brown, Mr. Shergill was told council 
would hear the case, and Mr. Shergill and Mr. Sharpe appeared before council, primarily 
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stressing the general problems encountered by faculty because of unclear, and what they felt 
were unfair, procedural regulations. 


That Dec. 13, 1973 hearing before council was rather confusing, judging by the transcript. 
Council members were unclear whether they were actually prepared to hear Mr. Shergill’s case 
in total or whether they were prepared only to rule as to the fairness of the procedures followed 
by the college administration in dealing with the case. 


The transcript shows that at the beginning of that meeting Dr. Brown assured Messrs. Sharpe 
and Shergill that witnesses would be called at some later time before council made any 
decision. This never happened, despite the fact that the transcript indicates council clearly 
understood the seriousness of charges being made. For example, charges that minutes of the 


departmental evaluation committee were never shown to Mr. Shergill, but that a witness on 


his behalf - Dr. Okon Udokang - later discovered his favorable testimony had been deleted 
from the committee's records. 


Messrs. Sharpe and Shergill also indicated that the testimony of another witness before the 
board of reference - George. Porges - had substantive points omitted in the minutes of that 
hearing. 


At the following meeting of council, the administration's viewpoint was heard - although Messrs. 
Sharpe and Shergill were not allowed to be present and to this day, despite requests from Mr. 
Shergill's lawyer, do not know what was said. 


At this Dec. 20, 1973 meeting, minutes indicate some council members were upset because 


they understood a transcript of Messrs. Sharpe and Shergill's testimony had been given to 
college administration prior to their appearance that evening. 


The minutes are inconclusive as to how that problem was resolved since confidentiality allegedly 
had been promised the two faculty members. However, two council members now recall that 
after some fumbling and hurried conferences, with the administrators present, Dr. Brown denied 
such a leak had occurred. 


A_college council committee, however, was appointed Dec. 20, 1973 to make recom- 
mendations to council as_a whole. At a special meeting Jan. 17, 1974, this committee 
recommended that council meet with college administration to discuss ''the handling of this 
and future grievance procedures,'' and that council also arrange a meeting with Mr. 
Shergill, the other three geographers and the department chairman to work out some 
conditions under which all should operate in future. 


Finally, the committee recommended transferring the geographers from the social sciences 


department to the liberal arts department with monthly reviews to be made by the liberal arts 
dean for at least 12 months. Those recommendations were adopted by council. 
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On Jan. 24, 1974, however, another special meeting of council was called. According to Dr. 
Brown, the meeting was "to resolve the problem before the end of 1973 council's term (Jan. 
31, 1974)." 


Council member Ed Murphy said he felt passage of the committee's recommendations of the 
previous week were questionable because some members of council were absent, and because 
the recommendations were a departure from council's policy of delegating all responsibilities to 
the Principal and staff. 


The council member, who had presented the committee's recommendations, Jean- Pierre Dame, 
said he felt it was reasonable to reconsider if Mr. Murphy felt some council members had not had 
their say. 


Personally convinced of the value of the committee recommendations, Mr. Daem recently told 
The Columbian he had no qualms about reconsideration because the seven council members who 
had supported them also were present at the Jan 24, 1974 meeting. 


During the intervening week, however, events had been moving behind the scenes. Five of 


those previous supporters changed their votes without explanation and passed a new 
resolution proposed by Mr. Murphy and council member Jack Campbell. 


The new motion read that council ''unanimously" felt the administration's action was 
"reasonable and _ practical", that procedures in the faculty handbook had been followed 
"fairly and in good faith,"" and that ''any solution required be left in the hands of the 


principal.'' Only two council members opposed the motion. 


After a coffee break, council members returned and voted for the immediate termination of 
Mr Shergill's contract _with full salary through Aug 31, 1975 (College Solicitor Skip 
Cassady later revised this to full salary at present rate, so no increments and extra 
superannuation were realized) 


Finally, council members passed a resolution freezing all documents related to the case and 
forwarding them to the college solicitor, who was asked to advise Mr. Shergill all requests for 


information should be channeled through him (although in fact this letter did not happen until 
April 4, 1974) 


Mr. Shergill was not advised of council's decision to terminate until 10 days later, and later 
he also discovered a confidential memo from college bursar Bill Morfey directing all faculty, 
staff and students concerned to refrain from discussing the case. 


Since that time, the Shergill case has languished. Bill Deverell, Mr. Shergill's lawyer, has been 
unable to obtain any information from the college. The faculty association which, at long last, 
has become certified and is bargaining for its first contract, has met with equally little 
success in its requests. 
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Needless to say, high on the association's negotiating list are provisions dealing with 
working conditions, grievances, and hiring and firing procedures. 


The faculty association, its ombudsman and a few college council members are convinced 


that Mr. Shergill did not receive a fair hearing and that a good portion of his alleged sins 
against collegiality would have been overlooked had he not been so active in pursuing bargaining 


rights for the Faculty Association. But that kind of assumption about motive is impossible to 
prove. 


Procedural violations, however, are not - particularly when those procedures were never 
established by free mutual consent between faculty and staff and were, in fact, under review 
during the Shergill case. 


The new college council is adopting a hands-off attitude because the case has become so 
complex and most members would be coming into it cold. 


When The Columbian began inquiring into the case, at least 15-20 faculty members were 
contacted. Those few who agreed to talk would do so only with guarantees of confidentiality in 
order to protect their jobs. 


The response from college administration - Dr. Wootton never personally returned calls - also 
had unanimity: "I can't comment: it's in the hands of the college solicitor" — with the implication 
that litigation was pending. 


That position, however, is patently evasive. The Solicitor, Mr. Cassady, expressed surprise that 
interest in the case was still present. 


I never delved into it too deeply because it was straight-forward at the time (in January 1974) 
and I was only concerned with procedures, like the release form on Mr. Shergill's final pay 
Cheque," he said. 


Certainly he had no indication that the college planned anything further, he said. In fact, he had 
written to Mr. Shergill in March 1974 saying the college considered the matter fully closed. 


Mr. Shergill was not planning litigation for the obvious reason - legislation governing college 
councils does not permit him redress in the courts. 


The old "in the hands of the solicitor" line has its uses for the administration, however, 
particularly when, as happened last week, the minister requests a meeting on the issue. 


Ms. Dailly and Langley Socred MLA Bob McClelland became involved in the case recently 
when contacted by Mr. Shergill. Mr. McClelland says he had known Mr. Shergill “for years” and 


knows him to be “honest, a fine gentleman of integrity and community spirit”. 


Both the minister and Hazel L'Estrange, head of the community college task force, are happy 
with Mr. Shergill’s work on the task force. 
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“T have a good relationship with Dev, and so do most of the other members; he has been a 
conscientious worker,'' Mrs. L'Estrange said. 


Ms. Dailly, who admits she has no real power because of the legislation, said she only wanted to 
discuss the situation with Dr. Wootton. 


“But when he said it was in the hands of the solicitor, implying something might be pending well 
there's no way I could get involved in that," she told The Columbian. 


In short, there are two major issues in the Shergill case. First, the broad implications regarding 
college governance. The college Task Force offers a vehicle for changing current inequities if the 
public is vociferous enough at the May public hearings that college councils should be subject to 
the same controls as other governmental bodies. 


Secondly there is the specific case of Mr. Shergill. While all agree that he is "an excellent 
teacher”, his professional reputation has been permanently damaged by this incident, which 
contains some serious administrative oversights and legal shortcomings. 


Circumstances have closed all avenues of appeal to him - the courts, the Labor Relations Board 
(i.e. the difficulty of proving an unfair labour practice charge), and internal measures (as council 
has washed its hands and the administration is ducking behind a blank legal letterhead). 


All that is left is a plea for a public inquiry by the minister. Are charges of tampering with 
evidence, closed tribunal meetings, violations of even unilaterally-enacted procedures sufficient 
to justify a public inquiry? Inquiries have been called in the past on far flimsier grounds. 


This week the College Faculties' Federation of B.C. is holding its annual convention. This group 
of community college teachers has a direct stake in the Shergill case beyond the fact that he is a 
director of that federation. The call for an inquiry - if they are interested in self-preservation — 
should be a major agenda item. 


GLOSSARY 
De-mystifying the jargon is always a problem in writing about institutional affairs. The maze of 
committees and boards referred to in the Shergill case require some commonplace definitions: 


Departmental Evaluation Committee - Composed of social science and geography members, the 
committee also included the chairman of the social sciences department, Don McEachern If this 
committee is not able to resolve a dispute, as it considered itself unable to do in the Shergill case, 
the matter is referred to the college principal who may convene a... 


Board of Reference - This committee, chosen by the principal - "randomly" according to the 
Faculty Handbook - is comprised of two faculty members, two administrative faculty members 
and two students, with the power to invite witnesses and receive evidence. On reaching a 
"unanimous" decision, the board must prepare a "confidential' report for submission to the 
principal, with a recommendation for action. 
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College Council - The governing body of any community college in B. C. The number of council 
members (15 at Douglas) is flexible, but must include two members appointed by the provincial 
government, one district superintendent of schools appointed by the education minister, and a 
number of school trustees from the college area and non-political community representatives 
appointed by the cabinet. 


ADDENDA TO HARDEV SINGH SHERGILL BIO 
ADDENDUM II: 
EXPERIENCE WITH A SCOUNDREL 
SANT BABA 


MY INTRODUCTION TO SIKHISM 


Although born in Panjab at my nanke home, being the first born, I grew up in Hindi speaking 
Bikaner state. I learned to write and read Panjabi during my 3" and 4" grades at home from my 
mother and practiced reading on various granths my father had. One of those granths was ‘Bale- 
dian-Sakhian’. 


From 5° grade I was sent to a boarding school. A novel feature, and a good one, of Bikaner 
State’s education system was called ‘Special Class’ in the 5" year where in the Middle Schools 
children from village schools were placed. They were taught only English, grades 3™ and 4 
level in the first half of the school year and grade 5" in the second half. In the sixth grade village 
and city students were brought together. Village students had completed math, geography, 
history and other subject of 5 grade city students in the 3 and 4" grades in the village school. 


So, in this special class I had plenty of spare time and used that to read Hindu granths, including 
Ramayan and Mahabharat. I found similar myths in them as I had found in Bale-dian- Sakhian. 
Besides all the Rishi Munis were males and every time they were succeeding in their tapasya, 
God would send an apasra (heavenly prostitute) and the inevitable outcome would be tapasvee’s 
fall from grace. 


That experience turned me into a confirmed agnostic before I turned thirteen. It remained 
that way until late 1990’s when I acquired ownership of a Gurdwara building through 
court order. In this case a Nanaksaria thug Sant and World Class Con-Artist, ‘Sant Baba’ 
Amar Singh Barundi, had reneged on returning a large sum of loan which he now claimed 
was a donation. 


Building was awarded to me by the court in lieu of what he owed me plus the attorney fees 
and court costs. For nine years I operated this Gurdwara at my expense hoping that the 
community would buy it from me but that did not materialize. Three years into it I decided 
to start learning about Sikhism. It was then that I distributed one thousand copies of the 
following letter: 
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IN SEARCH OF SIKHS 


In May of 1998 I distributed over 500 copies of an article ‘Sikhan-di-Talash. Not only it proved 
prophetic but also, I am happy to report that I have found what I was searching. In fact I have 
found several of them in several countries. I want to tell you about two of them at this time. 


They are both in their seventies both were in North America on visits in June 1984, both could 
not go back and both are named Gurbakhsh Singh. One is from the village of Kala Afghana 
who spent his working life as a Police Officer and started writing in Canada. Our Jathedars do 
not like his writings. But we at Roseville Sikh Center are helping to publish his books. If you 
can read Punjabi and want to know what our Gurus really preached you need to read his books. 
No Punjabi speaking household should be without them. 


The other Gurbakhsh Singh is from the village Gill. He is a born Teacher. From his 1984 visit 
to USA he could not go back to his position of Dean at the Punjab Agricultural University, 
Ludhiana. He has spent his entire time since then teaching and writing about Sikhism. One of 
his books “Teaching Sikh Heritage To The Youth” should be in every home. We have a 
limited number of copies at Roseville Sikh Center. Single copy can be ordered from Roseville 
Sikh Center. We have included Dr. Kharak Singh’s foreword to this book on p. 3. This book was 
published by the Institute of Sikh Studies, Chandigarh. 


We need our Sikh youth in America to emulate our Gurbakhsh Singhs. 


Sikh community owes these two Gursikhs an immense debt of gratitude. Sikh universities 
should honor these two Gursikhs by conferring upon them degrees of D. Lit. In their life time. 


We suggest that Satguru Ram Singh chair at Guru Nanak University in Amritsar be 
renamed Sardar Gurbakhsh Singh of village Kala Afghana chair. Agriculture university in 
Ludhiana should recognize one of its finest teachers in a similar way. If this does not happen 
in their and our lifetimes, it will surely happen, provided Sikhi survives in India the latest 
onslaught, when more enlightened Sikh youth replaces the present leadership. Remember how 
long it took to rehabilitate Prof. Gurmukh Singh? 


I will conclude this with one personal incident. Mr. Kuldip Singh Wadala visited with me for 
very few minutes at my request soon after he attended a conference in Fremont to honor Bhai 
Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale as the Sikh of 20" century. When asked why would not they 
consider likes of Bhai Kahn Singh Nabha or Prof. Sahib Singh or several others, his question 
was, “Who was Prof. Sahib Singh”? This, in nutshell, explains a lot about the state of affairs the 
Panth finds itself in. Hardev Singh Shergill 
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By 1991 I was approaching the end of my 60 years of learning and working life and 
influenced as I was in some ways by Hindu philosophy that the golden years of one’s life be 
devoted to service of the community at large and aware of the demographic changes in our 
community that had taken place during three decades of my life in North America, 
whereby our numbers had increased from a handful in 1960 to six figures now, and being 


mindful of the value of learning, I thought that every Gurdwara, of which there were many 
by now, should have a kindergartens where, in addition to giving young Sikh children a 


head start, teaching of Panjabi and Gurbani be undertaken. But, unfortunately, the politics 
in Gurdwaras rendered that impractical. 


It was under such circumstances that in 1991 I was introduced by a family friend to Amar Singh 
Barundi as someone who does not build Gurdwaras but establishes schools where, along with 
the curriculum of the country, Panjabi and Gurbani are taught. 


Amar Singh turned out to be a world class con artist, a murderer, rapist, congenital liar, a 
sociopath and literally a ‘gunda’, all of which is amply proven by 100 odd exhibits in the 
Hardev Singh Shergill vs. Amar Singh law suit in the Superior Court of the State of 
California, Auburn, County of Placer #SCV — 3271. 


The law suit lasted one year and involved scores of depositions of his associates in crime as well 
as his victims in USA: Buffalo, NY; Baltimore, MD; Orlando, FL; Los Angeles and Yuba 
City, CA; Canada: Vancouver and Toronto; and UK (London), that created just about 100 
exhibits. I accompanied my attorney to all but London. It cost me $277,000.00 in attorney fees 


and court costs to recover my $250,000.00 loan to him that he now claimed was a donation. 


To ask for a loan to start something, which loan is to be paid back by his International 
organization, and if the victim asks for the loan to be returned, it becomes a donation. That 
is his fool proof modusoperandi. 


It just so happened that he was introduced to me when I was struggling with the knowledge that 
by 1991 there were enough Sikh households in Sacramento — Yuba City area and several 
Gurdwaras but no effort at providing teaching either in Panjabi language or Gurbani. 


I strongly felt that every Gurdwara should have kindergarten classes but I also knew that would 
be asking for the impossible. And here was a man, with a well-funded worldwide organization, 
so I was lied to, who opens not just kindergartens but regular schools offering national 
curriculum where teaching of Panjabi and Gurbani were an integral part of the curriculum; and 
he had several schools operating in India, Australia, New Zealand and England. 
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Rest of the story is amply documented in a dozen boxes of the entire court proceedings and 
several hundred pages long presentations I made to the heads of governments of Panjab, 
Malaysia, Singapore, Australia, New Zealand, England and USA, countries where his 
victims reside. This man was never successfully sued before nor do I think any other Sant 
Baba. 


I would very much like to consign this treasure trove to some Sikh Institution for future 
researchers to use it for the good of the community and to educate Gurdwara management 


committees not to commit sacrilege in Guru’s abode by giving stage to scoundrels who go 
around as pious Sant Babas. 


When I won the case in April 1996 I had gathered so much damaging evidence against him I 
wondered how he will be able to show his face in public. I had no inkling how naive I was. 


Unlike other victims of this man who were too ashamed to admit of being victimized by him 
and whom I had to cajole to give depositions and provide evidence of his wrong doing, I 
wanted everyone to know my experience with him so no one else gets hurt. 


So, it was with high hopes that I took my information to Tara Singh Hayre’s ‘Indo-Canadian 
Times’. They were not interested. A person who had helped me with arranging depositions in 
Vancouver from Amar Singh’s victims explained to me that there were so many people in the 
Lower Mainland from around Nanaksar area back in Panjab that it was a business decision on the 
part of the newspaper. 


It was the same story with England’s ‘Des Pardes’ whose publisher, Tarsem Singh Purewal, 
had just been murdered. That paper’s Editor told me the family would not want to get involved 
because not only were Amar Singh and Tarsem Singh friends for many years, the murder had 
caused tension between the family and Amar Singh who did not even have the decency of calling 
in condolences nor showing up at the bhog. 


I had parked documents about the case with private parties in all the countries where I had sent 
the dossiers to the heads of governments, just in case an opportunity arose. The first publication 
to report it was ‘The Week’ of October 25, 1998, a weekly publication from Goa, India. Their 
reporter posted in Chandigarh got wind of it and called me to get permission for them to examine 
the documents. Much later I saw the posting of the same article on the internet by the same 
author but as ‘The Sikh Times’ October 25, 1998. I think Sikh Times is a UK publication. 


It is to Tara Singh Hayre’s credit that earlier in the day that he was killed, he had delivered 


to the printers his weekly’s issue for the following week and in it had the translation in 
Panjabi of ‘The Week’ of October 25, 1998 article ‘Swindler’s List’. 
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Not only did Amar Singh not hesitate from showing his face, he thrived. Later the same year 
convicted murderer, Ranjit Singh, got appointed Jathedar of Akal Takhat and within days 
Amar Singh was sipping tea with him and he was allowing Amar Singh to participate in 
children’s programmes at Akal Takhat and accepting cash and new car gifts from him. Soon the 
high and mighty of the Sikh Panth, SGPC and Delhi Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee 
Presidents and Secretaries, five Takhat Jathedars, all the famous kirtanias and kathakars, like 
Sant Singh Maskeen, and even former Akal Takhat Jathedar Darshan Singh were making 
beeline to Amar Singh’s Thath in England. 


Jathedar Ranjit Singh’s embrace of Amar Singh cost him dearly. I had hand delivered to 
him my 18 page letter dated December 18, 1997 describing 330 pages of exhibits of the law 
suit that I had won against Amar Singh. He took no action. When reporters questioned him 
about his association with Amar Singh his response was standard Amar Singh, “people ask 
the Sant for illegal favours and when he declines they malign him”. 


When Ranjit Singh got the visa to visit USA in January 1999, I had his visa cancelled and 
he was escorted away from New Delhi airport at the last moment 


I got Amar Singh, his two children, children’s mother and her fake husband green cards in 1994. 
End of 1995 or beginning of 1996 when Congress government in India got defeated, Amar 
Singh became British Citizen on March 29, 1996 with British Passport # V 170262 issued to 
him. He had been coming to England since 1970’s as a visitor on six month visas and always had 
to go out of the country to get the visa extended. 


Further investigation revealed that it was all done at the request of the then Indian 
Ambassador in London and the Passport issued to him came from the lot kept just for such 
favours to foreign countries. That lent credibility to the rumors that most Sant Babas and 
this one in particular, are agents of the Indian Intelligence Agencies. What he accomplished 
and the fact that he circled the globe, at the very least, once a month, travelling in first class and 
kept getting away, literally, with murder, leaves no doubt in my mind. 


On February 22" 2012 I received an email announcing the opening of Guru Nanak Darbar 
in Dubai, the first and only Gurdwara in the Arab World and to my utter disgust found 
Amar Singh Barundi and his English mouthpiece, Sadhu Singh hovering around Mr. 
Surinder Singh Kandhari, the man single handedly responsibly for this remarkable feat. 


Somebody who finds Surinder Singh Kandhari approachable should bring the following to 
his attention: 
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‘SANT BABA’ AMAR SINGH BARUNDI NANAKSARIA 
THIS IS YOUR LIFE 
[From December 2000 Sikh Bulletin] 











1965 Amar Singh Sidhu Barundi 1995 


YOUR NAMES ARE: 

Sarup Singh; AKA Amar Singh; AKA Amar Singh S/O Bakhtawar Singh; AKA Amar Singh 
Sidhu; AKA Sant Baba Amar Singh Ji; AKA Sant Baba Amar Singh Barundi; AKA Baba A. 
Singh; and when you lost the Shergill vs. Amar Singh law suit in California in 1996 the Judge 
named you as the alter ego of ‘Nanaksar Thath Isher Darbar’. 


You were born on November 1, 1942 at village Chakar in District Ludhiana, Punjab, India. 
You have no education other than what you have learned in the school of hard knocks. 


You have given two versions of your early childhood. One version appears in “A case study in 
Religious Thuggery” on p. 5 (SB December 2000). Second version appeared in your “Kaumi 
Dard” magazine of January — March 1997 p.21 reproduced on p.26 (SB December 2000). 


Since both versions cannot be true, one of them is definitely a lie. Or they could both be lies and 
truth could be lost. Coming from you that should be no surprise since you can never speak the 


truth. You lie even when it has no benefit for you. 


It is true that you ended up at Nanaksar and it is also true that before Isher Singh (Kaleran) 
died, under mysterious circumstances, in 1963, he had expelled you from Nanaksar. I have that 
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from Principal Balbir Singh Hansra and Harbans Singh Jagadhari who have personal 
knowledge of this event. 


After Isher Singh’s death Mahabharat ensued at Nanaksar between Narain Singh and Gurdev 
Singh, resulting in several deaths. You hid out at Barundi and later wormed your way into some 
families in Singapore and Malaysia. Name Barundi stuck with you but you named your 
organization ‘Nanaksar Thath Isher Darbar’, combining the name of the one person who you 
felt humiliated you and the organization that he had created. 


You were set on a course of sweet and lucrative revenge. You swore to yourself to never tell 
the truth and deceive everybody and anybody. You chased after Sikh families into every 
country you could. You made some powerful friends but mostly you created victims. 


You never ask anybody for ‘bheta’ (donation) for ‘religious’ operations. You only ask for 
loans to be paid in a few days. Days would stretch into months and years and if anyone insisted 
for return of the loan, then that loan became bheta. If they threatened a law suit, you threatened 
their families back in Panjab. 


You hoodwinked simple village families to deliver to you their sons and daughters, with the 
promise of marriage and settlement in foreign countries, just as you were delivered to Nanaksar 
by your uncle at young age to be abused by Mahants at Nanaksar. You did not even spare your 
own family. 


You learned from your mistakes and perfected the Constitution and By Laws of your 
‘Nanaksar Thath Isher Darbar Organization Worldwide’ from the one in Surrey, British 
Columbia, Canada, registered in July, 1974, where you suffered a major blow because you 
had no absolute control over it, to the one you had in Oakville, Ontario, Canada, where in 
1994 you fired the entire Board of Directors because they disapproved of your removing 
the funds collected by the congregation for building a Gurdwara there. 


The judge presiding over the law suit No. SCV — 3271 in the Superior Court of the State of 
California, County of Placer, in 1996 had this to say about your relationship with your 
organization: 


“It is declared that Amar Singh is alter ego of Nanaksar Thath Isher Darbar Worldwide, 
Nanaksar Thath Isher Darbar Sacramento, and Bhai Daya Singh Khalsa Academy.” 


In plain English it means ‘a second self’. So when you tell people you own nothing because 
everything belongs to the organization that is concealing the truth. But you do own something in 
Amar Singh’s name as well. On July 22, 1996 you transferred a piece of property in Florida 
from Nanaksar Thath Darbar Orlando to Amar Singh, A Single Man. You yourself signed 
the transfer since you are Nanaksar Thath. Was this the property that you made me wire 
$50,000 for on July 19, 1993? 


But truth has never been the watchword in your life. For three days in Sacramento, on 
Oct. 11, Nov. 13 & 14, 1995 you lied under oath. It seemed as if you had sworn to yourself 
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that you are not going to speak a single truth. We had wondered what you will say in front of 
the judge. 


But you knew you were not going to show up before the judge. Instead you had a doctor 
Gurjeet Singh of Ahmedgarh, Panjab fax a letter to your attorneys on April 13, 1996 saying, 
“This is to certify that your client Mr. Amar Singh was seen by me in the clinic today. He was 
found to be complaining of severe rotational vertigo... Mr. Amar Singh was also reassured and 
advised to have complete rest at home for a period of three weeks during which he will be 
reviewed again.” 


Arithmetic would tell us that the three weeks rest period would end on May 4, 1996. But the 
Quitclaim Deed that you signed over to me for the Roseville property is dated April 29, 1996 at 
Letchworth, England. 


Some examples of your lies in the depositions under oath follow: 
I 


Q Have you ever been prevented from visiting a country? 

A. No. 

Q. Are you aware that the government of Malaysia has issued an order that you’re not 
permitted to visit the Federation of Malaysia? 

A. I went there in 92 and 93. 


Here you lied within a lie. The first time you ever went to Malaysia after your 1977 prohibition 
was in Dec 1993 (not in 1992). You slipped into Malaysia for two days, Dec. 19" and 20". It 
took you from Dec. 11, 93 until Dec. 18, 93 to get the visa for yourself and Harjit Singh who was 
to tell everybody, “Babaji is not prohibited from entering Malaysia because I was with him when 
he went there.” 


This exercise became necessary for you because of the Oct. 1993 article in ‘Charhdi Kala’ and 
perhaps other newspapers (see p. 25 SB December 2000). That third world country is no less 
corrupt than India and Attorney Jagjit Singh, who was primarily responsible for your prohibition, 
had died. We need more Jagjit Singhs in every country. For his service to the Sikh Panth we 
honor him by placing his name in the Sikh Hall of Fame. 


After you received the U.S. Green Card through me by lying to me about establishing your 
headquarters in Roseville and do all those good deeds in the name of Sikhi, you stopped coming 
here but started getting easy visas for Malaysia from London (See p. 32 SB December 2000). In 
fact you got that visa on Oct. 24, 1995 to prove to us and the government of Malaysia wrong 
after we confronted you with a certified copy of the page from the Malaysian Government 
Gazette during your deposition on Oct. 11/95. 


You have been trying since then to hoodwink some gullible prominent Sikhs in Malaysia to 


have the government reverse that order. You are telling them that you were wrongfully 
barred by alleging that you were critical of the religion of Islam. The truth, however, lies 
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in the words, “...in the interest of public security...” and the Exhibit 17 (p. 27 SB 
December 2000). The events in Exhibit 17 and your subsequent prohibition had followed 
your signed apology of Nov. 7, 1976 (see p. 9 SB December 2000). 


Q. Are you aware that the government of Malaysia has published an order prohibiting your 
visiting there now? 

A. Ihave no orders such as this. 

Q. Have you ever heard that they had done such an order? 

A. No, I do not know. 

Q. Have you ever investigated whether or not the government of Malaysia had issued such an 
order? 

A. Idid not. I go there on visa. Why do I have to do so? 

Q. BY Mr. HARRIS: Ask you to take a look at what has been marked Exhibit 35. Which is a 
publication from the government of Malaysia which says, “In exercise of the powers conferred 
by section 9 (1) (a) of the Immigration Act of 1959/ 63, the Minister of Home Affairs, deeming it 
expedient in the interest of public security so to do, hereby orders that Sant Amar Singh, a 
citizen of India who was born in Ludhiana, India on 1” November 1942, be prohibited 
permanently from entering the Federation.” Made this 22" day of April 1977. (Sd) Minister of 
Home Affairs. 


Q What is your birthday, sir? 
A November 1°” 1942. 
Q And where were you born? 
A In Chekaur Village in Punjab. 
Q Is that near Ludhiana. 
A Yes. 
Q Is the person described in this immigration 
order you? 
A Ido not know. I did not receive any letter, and I don’t have any knowledge of it. 


II. 
Q. Did you ever hire the law firm of N.S. Kang in Singapore to file articles of a religious 
organization? 
A. No. 


Q Does he (Amar Singh) know who N.S. Kang is? 

A No, Ido not know. I never heard of them. 

Q It’s not a solicitor that you employed in Singapore? 

A No, I did not. I don’t even know this person. Never heard of him. 


Amar Singh, to refresh your memory, we attach (see p. 24 SB December 2000) a copy of N.S. 
Kang’s Fax Transmission covering letter to you dated March 20, 1989. The apology was 
demanded by you to withdraw the kidnapping charges against Kang’s brother-in-law (swlw) 
for ‘kidnapping’ his own sister from your dera in Wolverhampton, England, on March 18, 1989. 
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Il 


Q. This morning I asked you if you were ever a party to any other litigation and you said 
no; is that correct? 

A. Yes. 

Q. You’ve never been sued by anybody? 

A. No. 

Q. And you’ve never sued anybody yourself as the plaintiff? 

A. No. 


At this stage following Exhibits were introduced: 


Exhibit # 31. Complaint filed against you in the State of New York Supreme Court, County of 
Erie, Buffalo, by Dr. Amarjit Singh and eleven other families, on Oct. 26, 1988. 


Exhibit # 32. A claim filed against you by your one time sewadar Mohan Singh and his family in 
Ontario Court (General Division), Kitchener, Ontario, Canada, on Nov. 1, 1990. 


Exhibit # 33. A multimillion-dollar Case filed by you against Toronto Sun on June 14, 1994 and 
dismissed, without costs, on March 13, 1998. One of the affidavits you submitted to explain your 
non-pursuance of the case reads like this: 


“T, Lakshman Doobay, law clerk, of the city of Mississauga, make oath and say: 


“The Babaji, or Holy Father, holds for many Sikhs a position similar to that of the Pope, in that 
he has 33 congregations located in countries around the world. 

The Baba Ji normally resides in London, England, but regularly travels the world to preach and 
to lend support to his followers. 


As a new tendency in Sikhism, the followers of the Baba Ji are constantly struggling to build new 
temples and in particular schools for second and third generation Sikhs growing up in a 
Diaspora. 


The Baba Ji is a holy man who is deeply respected by many Sikhs but reviled by others who 
fear that as more and more mainstream Sikhs follow his teachings and join his congregations 
along with their families, they will lose their positions of authority. 


Notwithstanding that his followers regard his word as law, the Baba Ji tries to consult his 
followers, listen to their concerns and make decisions after prayerful meditation.” 


In spite of Mr. Doobay’s sworn Affidavit and ewspaper stories in ‘Des Pardes’, England; ‘Daily 
Ajit’, Jalandhar; your own ‘Kaumi Dard’ magazines and others, other than your Thath in 
Wolverhampton and Guru Nanak Sikh College in London, you have neither congregation nor 
schools anywhere in the Diaspora. Even in the case of Guru Nanak Sikh College in London it is 
the Council that is involved in its funding now. 
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IV 
Whose wife is Swaran Kaur? Three people and three different answers: 
1. Answer by your cousin, Piara Singh Sidhu, during his deposition in Sacramento, California, on 


Sept. 08, 1995: 


Q. Who is Jaswant (Singh) married to? 
A. Swaran Kaur. 


2. Your answer during your deposition in Sacramento, California, on Nov. 14, 1995: 


Q. As [ understand it, Swaran Kaur is married to Jaswant Singh? 
A. This is something of their own family matters. Before I went to Malaysia. I do not want to 
say anything. 


3. Answers by Jaswant Singh, during his deposition in London, England, on Jan. 25, 1996: 
Do you have any brothers? 

Yeah. 

Who is your brother? 

But why are you asking me all these questions? Is there a reason? (Short Break) 
Okay. Who is your brother? 

My brother is in India. 

What is his name? 

Kartar Singh. 

Q. You mentioned that Mohan Kaur is Amarjit’s mother. Have you ever been married to anyone 
else? 

No. 

Are you familiar with Swaran Kaur, do you know a person by the name of Swaran Kaur? 
Yes, my sister-in-law. 

Is she married to Kartar Singh? 

No. 

Who is she married to? 

To Narinder Singh. 

What is your relationship to Narinder? 

Who? 

Narinder is your brother? 

Yes. 

Do you have other brothers? 

Yeah, one, Paramjit Singh in Delhi. 

And Narinder Singh lives in India, too, in Delhi? 

I don’t know whether in Delhi. I haven’t seen him for a long time but he’s in India. 


POPO PO eo 


POPOPO PH SH POPOPY 
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Petty thievery: 
Your deposition in Sacramento, California on 
Oct. 11, 1995: 


Q. Do you remember Kamaljit and Amarjit? 

A. I don’t know when they left. 

Q. Do you remember their having been arrested for shoplifting? 

A. We were not there. They did not steal anything. 

Q. Did you know that they pleaded guilty to shoplifting? 

A. That might have been misunderstanding, but it was told to me later on. I was not there at the 
time -- here at that time. 


FOPOPOPOPOPO © POPOPOPOPOPO>O 


Deposition of Amarjit Singh in London, England, on Jan. 26, 1996: 


. What is your wife’s name? 


Kamaljit Kaur. 

What is her family name? 

The surname you want? 

Surname. 

Sachdev. 

Who is Gurpreet Sidhu? 

My daughter. 

It’s your daughter? 

Yes. 

Is that your wife’s daughter as well? 

Yes. 

Do you have any other children? 
Why are you asking questions about my family? 
(Short Break) 

Why is your daughter’s last name Sidhu? 

(Mr. Rosen, Attorney: He doesn’t want to answer). 
Are you familiar with Amar Singh, do you know Amar Singh? 
Yes, my Baba Ji, he’s a God to me. 

He’s a God to you? 

He’s God to me. 

When did you leave Roseville? 

I can’t remember. 

Did you have any trouble with the police when you were in Roseville? 
That’s my private matter. 

Were you arrested in Roseville? 

I’m not going to answer the question. 


. Did you plead guilty to petty theft in Roseville? 
. I will not answer questions about my private life. 
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NOTE: 

At the time of publication of the December 2000 issue of The Sikh Bulletin, Gill/Sidhu VS 
Amar Singh Sidhu case in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada, was sometime in the 
future. Following is from the judgment in that case, published in the October 2002 issue of The 
Sikh Bulletin, which illustrates the same point as made above i.e. Amar Singh’s shameless 
propensity to lie under oath. 


From October 2002 issue of The Sikh Bulletin: 


What we wish to present to our readers in this issue are some additional developments in 
the case of Vedanti’s patron Saint, Nanaksaria ‘Sant Baba’ Amar Singh Sidhu Barundi. 
First part is an extract of 52 page judgment against him in Vancouver, B.C., Canada. 
Second part has portions of his deposition under oath in a California case. His statements 
in two case are contradictory, naturally! 


“It seems to me to add to the stench of this transaction that Tage, the ultimate victim, was 
both underage and Amar Singh’s own cousin.” Hon. Mr. Justice Fraser, in the Supreme 
Court of British Columbia, Canada. 


In the supreme court of British Columbia Docket# C975444, Date: June 28, 2002, 
Judgment of the court 
Gill/Sidhu VS Amar Singh Sidhu 


...set aside this transfer on the grounds of fraud and undue influence. In particular, they allege 
that, at a time when Surinder Kaur Sidhu was in an advanced stage of terminal breast cancer, 
Amar Singh promised her that, if she gave him the land, her cancer would be cured and 
that a temple would be built on the land in her honor. Surinder kaur Sidhu died and Amer 
Singh put the land up for sale instead of initiating a temple project on the land. This action 
resulted. 


...The defence says that Amar Singh did not commit fraud or evercise undue influence, made 
neither of the promises alleged and was entitled to make whatever use of the land he saw fit. 
The defence also alleges that the land was held in trust by Surinder Kaur Sidhu for Amar 
Singh between the mid 1970’s and 1997, the date of the transfer. 


... There was British Columbia society at a material time in the narrative called The Nanaksar 
Isher Darbar Gursikh Society. 


The evidence is and I find that various institutions around the world, including the defendant 
society, are controlled by Amar Singh ... For simplicity’s sake, I will refer in these Reasons only 
to Amar Singh, because the Ontario society is simply his alter ego .... Amar Singh testified 
that he did not own any property at all. 


Tradition of Nanaksar continues and its adherents regard Nand Singh and Isher Singh as the 
11" and 12" Gurus ... Some, or many, of his followers regard him as the 13 Guru, after 
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Nand Singh and Isher Singh ... The premise on which Amar Singh carries on his work is that 
he is the successor to Nand Singh and Isher Singh, in the Nanaksar tradition. 

... | have set out Amar Singh’s account of his early years, notwithstanding that I have 
found him not to be a credible witness. 


He testified that he did not have many specific memories of conversations with Surinder at the 
material times ... There were special reasons for Amar Singh to remember his association with 
her vividly. These have to do with the history of their relationship and incidents which occurred 
during the relationship, including the notorios automobile trip from Seattle to Vancouver, the 
choice of Amar Singh to marry Surinder to his first cousin, his visits to Surinder in British 
Columbia shortly before her death and his visits to the funeral home after her death. 


I reject the testimony of Amar Singh that he has no helpful memory of his conversations 
with Surinder in the last year of her life ... Answers to the Interrogatories ... by Sukhjinder 


Singh Grewal ... contradict the evidence of Amar Singh at trial. 


My rejection of the evidence of Amar Singh is reinforced by my acceptance of the evidence of 


Tage, which conflicts with his ... her testimony had the detail and spontaneity which are the 





hallmarks of truth ... There was no sense of calculation, no sense of an agenda. 


In March, 1973, she bought a five-acre parcel of land in Surrey, B.C.... It was not long after that 
acquisition that Amar Singh first came to Vancouver ... As early as 1969, some Sikhs began to 
call him “Sant”. In cross-examination, he said, “I don’t want that (i.e. being called a Sant). But 
the people who call me because of their belief, we cannot call them incorrect.” 


... He came to Vancouver in 1973 ... White cloth would be placed on any chair he was to sit in; 


... others would sit on the floor ... Food was served to him first ... what he did not eat was 
afterwards passed around to the faithful as blessed food. He travelled with a retinue of young 


musicians, singers and servants, dressed in white, like himself. He refers to himself as “we” or 


(14 a” 


us”... that is, in the plural form. 


This was when Surinder and Amar Singh met. Her marriage was in trouble and her mother 
took Surinder to Amar Sinigh for advice. Amar Singh encouraged Surinder to leave the 
marriage and told her he could find a husband for her whom she could marry according to Sikh 
principle, before the Guru Granth Sahib 


. in 1974 they formed a group to build a new temple at which he would be the guiding 
influence. Surinder offered to sell the property ... Amar Singh approved the location, the group 
decided to buy it and did, in July 1974. the B.C. society was incorporated the same month and 
became the registered owner of the land in August 1974 ... 


Through a subordinate in Calfornia, Amar Singh sent a message to Surinder that he needed to be 
driven from Seattle, ... Surinder decided that she would drive ... She left for Seatle, by herself, 
on a day in late december 1974 and returned the next day with Amar Singh ... When word 
of this reached the supporters of the temple project, the project collapsed. 
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All we know is that Surinder drove down to Seattle one day and returned the next, with Amar 
Singh. Not matter. For the supporters of the temple project, what they knew Surinder had made 
the trip, stayed overnight, and returned in her car alone with Amar Singh ... This was not what a 


revered teacher, guru or Sant would allow to happen. Such a person is to exemplify moral 
purity, including celibacy. 


The _ episode destroyed the supporters’ faith in Amar Singh and they abandoned the 1 68" 
Street temple project ... The group re-conveyed the land to Surinder in February 1975 on 


payment by her of the price they had paid her for it, ... Although the temple project had fallen 
through, and although Amar Singh was regarded as unworthy by most of those ... Surinder and 
some others in British Columbia remained loyal to him. Amar singh began to make quiet, 
unobtrusive trips to the Lower Mainland. Some of these occurred at the home of (Attorney) 
Sukhjinder Grewal. 


In the latter half of the 1970s, Surinder travelled to India a number of times to visit Amar Singh 
_on 13” July 1978, Surinder obtained a decree absolute of divorce from Sandarshi Sharma. 


They had separated after Amar Singh had advised her to do so ... There was a pattern of 
Surinder transferring the land out of her name before she went on a trip to India ... In June 


1980 Surinder travelled to India to meet with Amar Singh....to provide her with a husband. 


Piara Singh Sidhu was Amar Singh’s first cousin ...13 years younger than Surinder. He was 
short, ... one leg was shorter than the other and he walked with limp. This was not of 
concern to Surinder, because of her belief that Amar Singh could cure these deformities 
and make Piara taller. It seems likely, although I could not find this as a fact, that it was Piara 
whom Amar Singh had in mind as a future husband when he advised Surinder in 1973 to 
abandon her marriage to Mr. Sharma. ... 


The evidence is very cloudy whether there was, in India, a ceremony of marriage between 
Surinder and Piara. To her family, Surinder appeared embarrased at the absence of any 
documentation evidencing a marriage. She began to call herself Surinder Kaur Sidhu. Surinder 
and Piara travelled from India to England together in 1980 but Piara refused to 
accompany her from there when she returned to British Columbia. 


Not long after her return to British Columbia in the autumn of 1980, Surinder learned that she 
was pregnant. Her daughter, Tage, was born in Vancouver on 22™ June 1981. Surinder in the 
birth registration described herself as “married”. Tage has never met Piara. 


... In 1994 or 1995, Surinder discovered that she had lumps in her breasts ... In February 1996, 
... large carcinoma, ... large tumours. ... on 14" February 1996, ... Patient has adamantly 
decided not to seek any treatment for breast cancer. Tage was 14 ...She spent much of the 
following year caring for her mother ... Septemeber, 1996, ... open wounds on her breasts. 


...February 1996 until her death, Surinder was talking to Amar Singh by telephone...Amar 
Singh testified that he told Surinder “many times” that she should read the scriptures and “we 
will pray for her and she will get better”. In this statement, “we” is Amar Singh’s reference 
to himself...Surinder would ask Amar Singh when she was going to be cured; Amar Singh 
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would reply “soon” or “fast’”...Surinder also persuaded Tage to telephone Amar Singh herself, 
thinking that Amar Singh would pay attention to request of an innocent child and do what she 
asked. 


Tage had a number of conversations with Amar Singh, ...the answer of Amar Singh 
consistently was. “Fast.” Don’t worry; she will get “better”. This happened a number of times 
between February 1996 and May 1997...the evidence is also suggestive that Surinder was 


encouraged by Amar Singh to reject the validity of “western” medicine. Surinder believed 
that Amar Singh had declared, “There was no such thing as cancer”... 


what is unmistakable is that Surinder, once the diagnosis of cancer had been made, pinned all her 
hopes on Amar Singh...A note from late November 1996 says...” You tell me what I should do 
now so that the breast cancer would completely go away, so that I would completely recover”. 


At about this time, Amar Singh was asking Surinder for a donation of money for the benefit of the 
Ontario society, which operated the Nanaksar temple in Mississauga. He asked for 
$40,000...Gill family managed to raise $15,000 and donate it to the Ontario society... 


As 1996 progressed, the conversations between Surinder and Amar Singh became more 
frequent...in the telephone bill submitted by the plaintiffs for the month of 27" October to 
25" November 1996, there are 56 recorded long distance calls, as many as six in a single 
day, to various places around the world where Surinder thought Amar Singh might be. In 
the following month, 26'" November, to 26 December 1996, there were 124 long distance 
calls. On 5‘" December 1996 alone, there were 14 long distance calls... 

the defendants were asked to produce their own telephone records but did not do so; Amar 
Singh testified that they had been destroyed...it was toward the latter part of 1996 that Surinder 
began to associate her cancer and other problems...with her ownership of the land. This was 
described graphically by Tage...you know why, why is that happening to her family...and he 


says that all these problems are due to this property, the property was in Nanaksar’s name 


at one time and now it isn’t, and that’s why your family has so many problems... 
Amar Singh came to Vancouver in January 1997 and visited Surinder twice, at her home...later 


the same day, Amar Singh came and met with Surinder alone...after these two visits, the 
telephone calls increasingly originated with Amar Singh...Amar Singh would call and ask if a 
decision had been made regarding the land...Surinder continued to ask Amar Singh about her 
health and asked him why she was not better...response of Amar Singh was...“‘Don’t worry, you 
are going to get better. You are going to get better fast.”...it was Amar Singh who was placing 
the telephone calls ... 


In February 1997, Surinder was mortally ill. Surinder repeatedly asked them whether giving 
the land to Amar Singh was right thing to do.... believed that if she did so, she would be 
cured...Surinder told...that she was giving land to Amar Singh in order to survive...” The only 
way I can get better is through babaji. He is the only one who can make me better. We have to 


a 


please him.”’... 


Surinder believed that Amar Singh had it within his power to intercede with God on her behalf, 
so that she would be cured for cancer...According to the testimony of Amar Singh, Surinder’s 
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decision 0 give the land to him was much simpler, and shorter. He testified that Surinder had 
called him and said, “I want o give this property to Nanaksar’, to which he replied, “It’s belief, 
it’s up to you.”... 


...On 20° February 1997 ...executed the conveyance documents...Surinder died on a 
May 1997...the transfer was not registered until three days after her death (Transfer Deed 
and Mortgage. recorded the same day on May 06,1997, three days after her death. ED.) 
An agreement for sale was entered into between the Ontario Society and Parmjeet Singh Barn 
and nominees for the price of $1,850,000. This agreement was signed by Amar Singh, 
personally.... 

The Gill family learned of the pending sale in September 1997...filed a caveat...Minhas and Mr. 
Nijjar (Nominees) commenced an action against the plaintiff...C996849...against Ontario 
Society, C982517...Nor was the land ever held in trust by Surinder for Amar Singh...The 
suggestion was advanced by the defense that there is a concept within Sikhism, or perhaps, 
within Nanaksar, that once land had been used as a temple, it should never be used afterwards 
for any other purpose...it seems to me conclusively disproved by the fact that Amar Singh 
himself put the land up for sale... 


For the last quarter century of her life, Surinder had been in the thrall of Amar Singh. He was 
the most influential person in her life. She believed that he had powers which might be described 
as supernatural: she believed he was a Sant...Surinder believed that Amar Singh could intercede 
with God to cure her cancer. She believed that it was a condition of obtaining a cure that she 
transfer the land to him...Amar Singh knew that Surinder believed these things and he allowed 
her to entertain those beliefs... 


This was a tainted transaction procured by undue influence. Surinder was terminally ill, 
afraid, with her mental faculties and independence undermined by her cancer. Especially 
in the last months of her life, her existence was completely dominated by Amar Singh, 
whom she saw as her only chance to be cured. She believed he could cure her, Amar Singh 
knew this and encouraged her belief...conversations with her; he linked her ownership of 
the land with her disease, and linked his ability to cure her to her willingness to transfer 
the land to him... 


: Amar Singh obtained _an_ absolute conveyance or gift for_a_ particular purpose and 
afterwards made use of it for another purpose. This is an additional ground for setting 
aside the conveyance, in this instance, on the ground of fraud... 


It seems to me to add to the stench of this transaction that Tage, the ultimate victim, was 
both underage and Amar Singh’s own cousin.” 


(Or as Amar Singh would say to Tage ‘his own blood’. As of this writing, Amar Singh is 
appealing this judgment. ED) 


(Amar Singh eventually lost the appeal.ED) 
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Now compare Amar Singh’s statements in the above case with his statements in the 





California case, below, both under oath, of course. ED] 
Amar Singh’s deposition November 13, 1995, 


Case # SCV-3271, California 

Q. Have you ever had a temple operate and then close? 

A. No. 

Q. Did you ever lose control of a temple you have helped establish? 

A. No. 

Q. Did you ever have a temple in Vancouver? 

A. No. 

Q. Did you ever try to establish a temple in Vancouver? 

A. No. 

Q. Did you ever solicit donations from anybody for a congregation in Vancouver? 

A. No. 

Q. Did you ever ask anybody to solicit for donations for anybody in Vancouver? 

A. No. I never said anything about it. 

Q. Did you ever ask anybody to borrow money for the establishment of a congregation in 

Vancouver? 

A. No. 

Q. Did you ever have any ethical or moral problems in Vancouver in the 1970's? 

A. No. There was no problem there. 

Q. Were there any accusations that you had behaved immorally in any way in the 1970’s in 
Vancouver? 

A. There was no accusations made. 

Q. Are you familiar with the newspaper by the name of Navjivan, N-a-v-j-i-v-a-n, Singapore? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you recall the series of letters being published in that newspaper in 1975 concerning your 

activities in Vancouver? 

A. Ido not know about that. 

Q. You don’t know anything at all about that, or you don’t remember about that? 

A. Ido not know. 

Q. Have you ever sent a letter to that newspaper in Vancouver objecting or stating anything at all 

about the Vancouver congregation and your activities in Vancouver? 

A. No. 

Q. Did you know Mr. Jagjit Singh Ji? 

A. Where do you mean? 

Q. In Vancouver? 

A. No. 

Q. In Malaysia? 

A. I don’t know anybody in Vancouver. There are a lot of people I meet. 

Q. Who signed that document under your signature attesting that he witnessed your writing the 

letter? 

A. I believe it was Jagjit Singh. 

Q. He was an attorney? 

A. I don’t know. 

Q. You recall having your signature witnessed? 
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A. Yes. 

Q. Does that refresh your collection of who Jagjit Singh was? 

A. He was from Parnara (phonetic), I believe. 

Q. Do you recall ever writing him a letter concerning your activities in Vancouver? 

A. I do not remember. 

Q. Do you recall his having written a letter to the Navjivan Singapore Newspaper? 

A. No, I do not know. 

Q. Is this the letter that expresses that you have stayed in motels many times, you did not write 
the letter? 

A. Yes, I did not write that letter I do not know about that. 

Q. Okay. Are you aware of receiving any letter from Jagjit Singh which is reprinted on page | on 
exhibit 40 and which is translated on page 11 of exhibit 40? 

A. I do not remember. 

Q. On page 3 of exhibit 40, there is a receipt that says received from the society $500. The funds 

given to the society as donation for the development of the society’s premises, and it’s signed by 

Raghbir S. Parmar. 

A. I do not know about that. 

Q. Do you know of a 500 refund that was given to any donor to the Vancouver 
congregation? 

A. No, I do not know about that. 

Q. Who is H.S. Kundar? 

A. H.S Kundar? 

Q. Directing your attention to page 4 of exhibit 40, do you see a treasurer, H.S. Kundar, 
President S.S. Demall- 

A. Demall. It’s hard to read that signature. 

Q. Do you know any of those people whose names appear on that? 

A. No, I do not know. 

Q. The Nanaksar Ishar Darbar GurSikh Temple society, are you familiar with that? 

A. No, I do not know. 

Q. Isn’t that the society you formed in Canada to operate a temple there? 

A. No. I made one in Toronto. 

Q. But you never attempted to make one in Vancouver? 

A. I do not remember. 

Q. Pll ask you to think about that, Mr. Singh. I am going to ask you to recognize the fact 
that there are a number of people who are willing to come here to testify that you actively 
participated in the establishment of the temple in Vancouver. 

A. They are most welcome to come, but I don’t remember this. 

Q. So you don’t remember that the congregation there borrowed $5,840 and signed a promissory 
note for the same apparently from Mr. Surjit S. Gill? It’s reflected on page 4 of exhibit 40. 

A. I do not know. 

Q. So you don’t know anything at all that the congregation returned $5000 to S.S. Gill as 
reflected on page 5 of that exhibit? 

A. I do not know anything about that. 

Q. So you also don’t remember the congregation having borrowed $10,000 from Hardev Kombe 
and signing a promissory note for the same attached as exhibit number 40, page 6? 

A. I do not know about that. 
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Q. You-and you don’t know about $10,000 being returned to H.S. Kombe? 
A. No. 
Q. Do you know of any loans for $1000 from S.S. Nikmal, a copy of which is contained in 
exhibit 40 on page 7? 
A. No. 
Q. Similarly, you don’t have any recollection of a loan for $1000 from a Gurdarshan Singh as 
shown on page 8 of exhibit number 40? 
A. I do not know about that. 
Q. You also don’t know about these moneys having been turned to Gurdarshan Singh as shown 
on the bottom of page 8? You have no knowledge of that either, I suppose? 
A. No, I do not know anything about that. 
Q. And you don’t know anything about at all about a loan then as shown on page 9 of exhibit 40 
for $1000 from Serjit S. Pannu? 
A. I do not know. 
Q. And refer to the same by the society? 
A. I do not know about it. 
Q. Can you offer any explanation to me today why a Nanaksar Ishar Darbar Society might 
have come 
into creation if you did not have to do anything with it? 
A. I do not know anything about that. 
Q. And you don’t know any of the individuals whose names appear either signing on behalf 
of the society or signing as having received funds from the society? 
A. No. I do not know the meaning. 
Hardev Singh Shergill 


For additional information go to: 


www.sikhbulletin.com 





To find special issues of The Sikh Bulletin on Amar Singh mentioned in the above text and a link 
for more information. 


Go to google and type Shergill VS Amar Singh 
To find “shergill Swindled by Self-Styled Sikh Guru” 
And a link at the bottom “Click Here” for more information. 


oe 2k 2 ok ok 


A message of condolence ... Wisconsin Gurdwara victims. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mgqx8rQ57CNU 


2k 2k 2K 2K ok 
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M). (B) 306. 
. ORDINAN PEMEGANG AMANAH RAYA 1950 
PERLANTIKAN DI BAWAH SEKSYEN 18 (2) 


ADA “menjalankan kuasa-kuasa yang diberi kepada Yang di-Pertuan 
mong di bawah seksyen 18 (2) Ordinan Pemegang Amanah Raya 1950 61/30. 
i) yang diwakilkan kepadanya, Peguam Negara telah melantik Encik 
fohd. Ibrahim bin Ismail, Pegawai Kuasa Wasiat, scorang Pegawai 
tan Pemegang Amanah Raya, Malaysia untuk memangku Jawatan 
Fodlong Pemegang Amanah Raya, Trengganu bagi maksud-maksud 
Buinan Pemcgang Amanah Raya 1950 dari Ihb Februari 1977 hin 
‘ Y, Mac 1977. (PTG. 61/48 Jid. 7; PN. (PU?) 164) 
5 PUBLIC TRUSTEE ORDINANCE 1950 

i) APPOINTMENT UNDER SECTION 18 (2) 


fxercise of the powers conferred upon the Yang di-Pertuan Agong 
Barrtion 18 (2) of the Public Trustee Ordinance 1950 and delegated 61/50. 
, the Attorney General has appointed Encik Mohd. Ibrahim bin 
Probate Officer, an officer of the Public Trustee, Malaysia to 
aS Assistant Public Trustee, Trengganu for the purposes of the 
Blic Trustee Ordinance 1950 from the Ist February 1977 to the 3ist 
ch 1977. [PTG. 61/48 Jid. 7; PN. (PU?) 164.] 


i (B) 307. 

R’’ AATA PROBET DAN PENTADBIRAN PESAKA 1959 (x 
Fy PERLANTIKAN DI BAWAH SEKSYEN 78 (1) a 
gk-Menjalankan kuasa-kuasa yang diberi kepada Yang di-Pertuan 

Mug di bawah seksyen 78 (1) Akta Probet dan Pentadbiran Pesaka Aka 97. 
dan yang diwakilkan kepadanya, Peguam Negara telah melantik 

mk Mohd. Ibrahim bin Ismail, Pegawai Kuasa Wasiat, seorang 

wai Jabatan Pemegang Amanah Raya, Malaysia untuk me: 

m2 Penolong Pegawai Pentadbir Pesaka, Trengganu bagi maksud- 

gud Akta Probet dan Pentadbiran Pesaka 1959 dari 1hb Februari 

Milngga 3ihb Mac 1977. [PTG. 61/48 JId. 7; PN. (PU) 256.] 


Amar Singh Banned from Malaysia April 22, 1977 


P.U. (B) 309-311. 


AMAR. 
IMMIGRATION ACT 1959/63 <——— 
| (“CH 


ORDER UNDER SECTION 9 


by section 9 (1) (@) of the 


exercise of the Powers conferred 
of Home Affairs, deeming it Ace 15 


. nmigration Act 1959/63, the Minister 
Pexpedient in the interest of public Security so to do, hereby orders 
GH, a citizen of India who was born in Ludhiana, 


ndia on Ist November 1942, be prohibited Permanently from entering 


he Federation. 
Made this 22nd day of April 1977, 
AKHEDN. Y. 15/11; PN. (PU?) 100 Pt. II] 
“4 M. GHazatt BIN SHAFIE, 
Minister of Home Affairs 


(B) 310. 
ae AKTA LEMBAGA KEMAJUAN PERUSAHAAN HAIWAN 


NEGARA 1972 
PERLANTIKAN DI BAWAH SEKSYEN 3 (3) 


Pana Menjalankan kuasa-kuasa yang diberi oleh seks 
ibaga Kemajuan Perusahaan Haiwan Negara 1972, Menteri Per- 
ian telah melantik Datuk Mohamed Najib bin Tun Haji Abdul 

Razak menjadi Pengerusi, Lembaga Kemajuan Ternakan Negara bagi 

h dua tahun mulai dari I1Shb April 1977, 


ernakan Negara adalah dibatalkan 


aga Kemajuan Ti 
O. 794/3; PN. (PU?) 255 Pr. II.] 


8 
geval dari 1Shb April 1977. [KP. 


B.. LEMBAGA KEMAJUAN PERUSAHAAN HAIWAN 
NEGARA ACT 1972 


APPOINTMENT UNDER SECTION 3 (3) 


Rrxcrcise of the powers conferred by section 3 (3) of the Lembaga 
peajuan Perusahaan Haiwan Act 1972, the Minister of Agriculture 
m9PPointed Datuk Mohamed Najib bin Tun Haji Abdul Razak to be 
a hairman, Lembaga Kemajuan Ternakan Negara for a pcriod of 
% fears With effect from the 15th April 1977, 


eThe appointment of Datuk Mohamed Najib bin Tun Haji Abdul 
RQ 2S a member of Lembaga Kemajuan Ternakan Negara is revoked 


ffect from the 15th April 1977, 
[KP. O. 794/3; PN. (PU?) 255 Pt. II.] 


pi KAEDAH-KAEDAH LEMBAGA KUMPULANWANG 
' PERPINDAHAN MALAYSIA 1966 


ie PERLANTIKAN DI BAWAH KAgEDAH 3 


‘Si 


bay 
4 


H 


| 


/utan 


” 


. 
f 


‘ 
t 
a 


yen 3 (3) Akta aka, 


*'9 sa'ican/ebas 


mer Car Fada 


‘ 
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oe ¢ 
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SS27a Malaysia, 
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REPUBLIC OF SINGAPOK 








Your Ref: 
Our Ref: ROS 164/88 REL REGISTRY OF SOCIETIES 
30Mar 89 1 COLOMBO CouRT #02-01 
Date: SINGAPORE 0617 
Mlease Quote Our Hef No. in Reply TEL: 3307690 
| | eT Lr 
M/s NS Kang Me ett {ll ic 
Advocates & Solicitors ° 
101 Uppar Crosse street 1 APR (3969 
#04-49 People's park Ceatre ; 
Singapore 0105 tSwrsd U 
b. zl aa bcttie te eee ce erm 


Dear Sir 
PROPOSED NANAKSAR THATH LSHAR DARBAR 


I refer to your elieate! application for registration of 
"Nanaksar Thath Ishar Darbac' and regret to inform you that the 
registration of the proposed association/society under the Provisions 
of the Societies Act is not approved, 


2 Your attention is drawn to the provision in the law for the 
imposition of heavy penalties on organisers and members of unregistered 
societies. The Organisers and members of ‘Nanakear Thath [shar Darbar' 
should therefore cease all activities in connection with the society, 


Yours faithfully 


\— 


MISS LEE NYET HAR 
for REGISTRAR OF SOCIETIES 
SINGAPORE 


aa : See Pind [Dex Aso, i 
Thatt yg har Derby! afhas-- tee atte | 
Sie aie we ane by 


SINGAPORE 


POM 
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